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.IBM plans computers based on MPP technology 

INTER NATION AI Riicrwcec _ .... 


INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
Machines (IBM) is developing 
powerful super computers based 
upon massively parallel process¬ 
ing (MPP) technology. 

The company said yesterday it 
had establishcd a new laboratory 
dedicated to bringing the new 
technology rapidly to market. 

Gray Research, the leading 
supercomputer manufacturer, 
also revealed this week that it 
was developing MPP comput¬ 
ers, based upon a powerful 
new microprocessor chip de¬ 
signed by Digital Equipment. 

Unlike traditional super 
computers which are based 
upon one or a- few custom- 
designed powerful processors, 
MPP computers snare com- 

E lcx computing tasks among 
undreds or even thousands of 
the same microprocessor 
chips thaL are used in comput¬ 
er workstations. 

Until recently, this approach 
to achieving very high speed 
computing: was largely experi¬ 
mental. Worldwide sales of MPP 
supercomputer totalled only 
about $I00m last year, less than 
one-tenth of the total super com¬ 
puters market, according to in¬ 
dustry estimates. 

However, massively parallel 
machines are widely expected to 
eventually achieve speeds of al¬ 
most I ,Q00bn calculations per 
second, outpacing traditional 


•■ Let’s take a look at the richest 
men in the computer world. The 
list is as follows: 

L William Gates (35 years), 
Microsoft Corp.- $4.8 billion 

2. Paul Gardener Allen, 
Microsoft Corp,- $3.2 bill Ion 

3. David Packard, Hewlett Pack¬ 
ard $1.7 billion 1 ’ 

4. Steven A. Palmer, Microsoft 
; Corp.- $850 million 

5. Arntas Clifford Marcola, Ap- 
- P|o Computer Inc.- $670 million 

6. Gordon Earl Moore Gardener 
Alton, Intel Tnc.- $585 million 

7. Lawrence Ellison, Oracle Sys¬ 
tems- $365 million 

8. Steyeniobs (36 years), Next & 
Apple- $350 million 

‘ Computer manufacturers are - 
going„ notebook crazy with the 1 
competition .building tip to prb- 
duce. lighter, more powerful ma¬ 
chines.-The hottest news is that 
Apple will be releasing a smaller 
r version of : ihe PowerBook that 
will weigh:less-than 5 pqundsl 


"vector" super computers. 

The endorsement of IBM and 
Cray Research will bring MPP 
into the mainstream of comput¬ 
ing. Some industry analysts pre¬ 
dict that MPP sales could reach 
50 percent of the total supercom¬ 
puter market by the late 1980s. 

The challenge that MPP tech¬ 



nology poses to traditional su- 
pcrcom puling technology was 
demonstrated this week when 
Mr Seymore Cray, the best- 
known designer of super com¬ 
puters, announced Uibl his com¬ 
pany, Cray Computer (unrelated 
to Cray Research), must scale 
back Dlnns to develon Cmv-t n 


terns upon the reduced instruc¬ 
tion set computing (RISC) mi¬ 
croprocessors that it employs in 
desktop workstations. Tne com¬ 
pany said it planned to build 
’scalable" paraded machines ca¬ 
pable of performance in the 
range of hundreds of gigaflops 
(billions of floating point cal¬ 
culations per second). 

Ultimately, IBM aims to 
achieve teraflops (l.OOObn of 
i floating-point calculations 
4 per second) performance. 

V "Our key customers have 
§ told us that they need ’scala¬ 
ble 1 systems that enable them 
to build up performance on 
an incremental basis — as 
their individual needs allow," 
said Mr Irving Wladawsky- 
Bcrgcr, assistant general 
manager for IBM's supcrcom- 
puling. Enterprise Systems' 
line of business."We plan to 
gel these machines to market 
as quickly as possible." 

Cray Research said that its 
first MPP systems would be in¬ 
troduced next year and that they 
would be based upon Digital 
Equipment's 'Alpha r micropro¬ 
cessor chip. 

The device is twice as fast os 
any other microprocessor in the 

urnrld Prm. _■ n... 


Minicomputers: 

On their way out? 

When wc all started to learn about comoutere ^ , ■ 

ilut Ihcy were divided inm niicrucoinpmenj, m££ 
and mainframes. I never really eould tell ui d "SeT 
iwecn die words micro and mini. Liulc did I knowX 
whole computer industry would be asking itself ihe im 
question several years later. 

lfs no secret that microcomputers are not as much in de- 
mand as they were five or six years ngo. The reason is s£ 
pic, yet so ironic. Thanks to microprocessors doubling in 
power every year and shrinking technology PCs are taking 
over. The emergence of the RISC (Reduced Instruction Sa 
Computing) processor lying at the heart of new RISC-baS 
machines called workstations is something which has recent- 
ly left minicomputer, and even mainframe, manufacturers 
with a lot to worry about. luren 

This feeling is evident toduy in the latest direction in the in- 

flUSlrv Inwardo elnchinn ihn .f __ 


buckpfe.o-deveopCryTa wo'rld ^ Cray offi^o.s ‘?>i^ 
mstehino that wou d rival MPP ini engineers arc scheduled to re- 
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IBM will base its MMP sys- ISSjm ^ lhk 


^News...News...News...News... 


Dell Computer Corporation arc 
also releasing a $1,500 subnoLc- 
book that will weigh less Ilian 4 
pounds! This means that the 
prices of Intel Corp.’s 8G386SX- 
based notebooks will start going 
down. 

• More alliances are on ihe way 
in the near future involving the 
two big giants of the computer 
industry who, after allying with 
one another, arc seeking new al¬ 


liances with others. The latest 
news regards a strategic alliance 
to emerge between Apple and 


Farcus 
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u«. rvmiics uonaii yusi mce Sony 
did with Apple's PowerBook 
notebook computer). This prod¬ 
uct will most probably be a per¬ 
sonal organizer. 

As for IBM, after declaring its 
purchase of the French company 
Bull Iasi month, it has an¬ 
nounced a joint venture with the 
brand name of IBM. This event 
marks IBM’s return to India af¬ 
ter leaving It 15 years ago be¬ 
cause of constraints placed dn' 
foreign investment in the coun- 
uy. 

• Ideal systems, Apple's au¬ 
thorized agents in Jordan are 
preparing for their 1992 Apple 
Expo, to be held next April. The 
expo, is expected to reveal some 
pleasant surprises for Apple 
fans, but no further information 
is available for the.moment. : 


prices or their midrange systems (minicomputers) while 
formance r0m0linS SmaIlcr syslcins also capable or high per- 

Taking a look at figures and statistics of the midrange sys¬ 
tems morkcL shows that the industry grew by 4 percent in the 
Midrange systems arc usually priced between 
$UJ,U0U and $1 million. IBM have recently decreased the 
prices of its rather famous AS/400 model and DEC have an¬ 
swered to this by slashing the prices of their VAX 6000 by 
37 percent. So that should tell you something about the fierce 
competition going on in the industry. Still, revenues from the 
midrange systems market arc far from unsatisfactory. In fact, 
H would be ridiculous to completely move out of the market 
al l Jc moment. Especially considering that IBM, for instance, 
sold $5,800 million worth of midrange systems in the Middle- 
East alone last year. 

Y i? u ’ vc probably been hearing a lot about open systems. 
Well, they arc a direct reason to blame for all tills. Open sys¬ 
tems architecture involves some sari of a new standardized 
hardware and software fundamentally including a RISC- 
based machine running a UNIX operating system capable of 
mixing different pieces of software and hardware from differ¬ 
ent sources with more case. So there is some truth to the ru¬ 
mors going around that open systems will draw the path for 
the future of computing. Still I wouldn’t jump to conclusions 
too fast, though. Why do we use minicomputers and main¬ 
frames in the first place anyway? Because they arc computers 
with multiple processors ideally suited for networking, espe¬ 
cially since they have huge storage abilities and ore very fast. 
Just like PCs arc moving into tne scat of minicomputers, I 
would expect minicomputers to move into the mainframe 
mraket which is already shrinking world-wide. 

So the whole process revolves around performance. If mid¬ 
range systems can become smaller while offering the advan¬ 
tages of open systems, then minicomputers won’t really cease 
to exist. 

What is happening is a long awaited step forward in com- ■ 
puter technology. If DEC is content with shifting their entire 


no reason why mini users should feel unhappy. I suppose US 
their right to feel slightly cheated after splashing thousands.- 
on their systems, but with prices continuing to drop and ■ 
technology continuing to shnnk they will pay less for more, 
and that is what really counts. ■ 
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Welcome Ramadan!! 


GREED 


Coping with 
Ramadan 

Govemmeiu ministries and 
departments will begin work 
from 9:30 am to 2 pm during 
Ramadan, it was announced. 
Meanwhile, Jordanians took to 
the downtown markets to stock 
up on essential Ramadan sup¬ 
plies creating an unusual boom 
tn the market. The last snow 
storm prevented most Jordanians 
from doing their Ramadan shop¬ 
ping, but the buying spree did 
not create shortages in basic sup- 

S lies, Cold weather, frost and 
ooding have resulted in heavy 
losses to crops especially season¬ 
al vegetables like cucumbers, to¬ 
matoes, squash and eggplant. 
Naturally prices have soared for 
available produce, while variety 
is limited. One kilo of fresh to¬ 
matoes is selling for 400 fils and 
the same, for cucumbers. The 
Ministry of Supply advised Jor¬ 
danians to switch to frozen vege¬ 
tables and many are heeding that 
advice. 

King offers expats a 
helping hand 

■ Expatriates got another 
chance to pay duly on their Ku¬ 
waiti-licensed cars after they 
missed their 29 February dead¬ 
line. The government has decid¬ 
ed to extend the deadline until 
the end of April. Those who 
miss the second deadline will be 
fined 2 per cent of the fees 
monthly and for a maximum pe¬ 
riod of five months. Only 7800 
cars of an estimated 16550 had 
been processed before the expiry 
of the February deadline. But 


King Hussein on Tuesday called 
on Prime Minister Zaid Ben 
Shaker to reconsider the condi¬ 
tions of the returnees and study 
the possibility of total exemption 
from duty or a long-term repay¬ 
ment plan of the duly fees. The 
government is expected to an¬ 
nounce further measures in ac¬ 
cordance with the King's wishes 
within the coming days. 

Dealing with 
post-storm traffic 

■ Ammanites are complaining 
abouL the worsening slate of the 
inter-city roads and the long traf¬ 
fic lines that have taken place 
since the end of the last winter 
storm. Newspapers have been 
running columns and readers' let¬ 
ters that talk about the traffic hic¬ 
cups lasting for hours from early 
morning to early afternoon. The 
worst standstills occur at the In¬ 
terior Ministry Roundabout and 
in front of the Jerusalem Hotel 
on University Road. Traffic au¬ 
thorities say the reason is icy 
roads in the early morning. 
Schools have delayed their first 
sessions by at least one hour to 
avoid slippery roads. This In turn 
has created traffic congestions. 
Slippery roads have been blamed 
for pile-ups and other accidents 
in Amman, Salt, Irbid and south¬ 
ern [owns. 

Not enough water! 

H A Ministry of Water source 
has estimated the total volume of 
rain water that Tell since the be¬ 
ginning of the season was about 
11 billion cubic meters. The na¬ 
tional average is about 8 billion 



cubic meters. But the source told 
Ad-Dustour daily that 85 per 
cent of this water is lost by evap¬ 
oration and only 15 per cent is 
stored underground. The same 
source said that Jordan needs 
many years of good winters in 
order to restore the aquatic bal¬ 
ance, which has been altered in 
the past few years because of 
over consumption. The paper 
quoted the source as saying that 
it would be wrong to assume thaL 
Jordan's acute water shortage has 
ended because of the exception¬ 
ally good winter we had this 
year. 

Storm kills two 
infants 

■ Two ncwly-bom infants died 
in AI Iman Hospital in Ajloun 
during the snow stopn after 
emergency generators failed to 
restore an electric current back 
to the hospital. The two babies 
were in incubators when the 
whole town was bluckcd out. By 
the time another generator was 
brought to the hospitnl, the two 
infants were dead, Ad-Dustour 
daily reported. 

The Ajloun District was badly 
hit by the storm with damages to 


over 90 per cent of its olive 
groves. A number of residents 
called on the government to de¬ 
clare the region a catastrophe 
area and send in more help and 
assitance. Poultry and dairy 
fanners also reported losses. A 
study of the damages has been 
ordered. 

Paris Club gives 
Jordan a breather 

■ Jordan has reached an agree¬ 
ment with its Paris Club credi¬ 
tors to re-schedule debts and in¬ 
terests for the period between 
1992 and the middle of 1993 for 
ten years. Jordanian representa¬ 
tives flew to London on Monday 
to negotiate a similar deal with 
the London Club. 

Preparing for Haj 

■ About 17,000 pilgrims from 
Ionian and the occupied territo¬ 
ries will perform the Haj this 
year, the Ministry of Awqaf an¬ 
nounced. An ngrecmcni was 
reached between the ministry 
and die Saudi authorities regard¬ 
ing housing and transportation 
facilities. This ycafts Hqj will be 
in June. 
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Eastern Art Report invites papers for its two major conferences 

this year— 

Third World or Tired World 

Issues in Architecture & Development 

SOAS London, 19 June 1992 

' . . Islamic Art in Crisis 

mrd in a Series of Seminars on Islamic Art in the 1990s 
London, date and venue to be announced 

Editor 

, . ' O 571,172 Castelnau, London SW13 9DH.UK 

Tel. 14481] 7415878 • Fax [44 81] 7415671 




Adult polio 

vaccination: 

Better safe 
than sorry? 

By Kate Daniels 

Star Staff Writer 

OPTIMISTIC PRESS retvw. • 
Tuesday showed thaltLpS 
raptivc weather conditions, £ 
per cent of Jordan's under-rives 

n^t e 7S immuniz «J as 

part of the Ministry of Health's 
polio vaccination drive; With the 
campaign ending today, it j, 
hoped that 100 per cent vaccina¬ 
tion of their target group will 
have been reached. 

However, despite such encour- . 
aging statistics, voices are start- 
be raised as to whether the 
childrens immunization drive 
will be sufficient to protect 
adults from the disease. 

The occurrence of polio 
amongst adults is a rarity, but 
some concerned sectors of socie¬ 
ty are now arguing that the very 
possibility of being affected by 
the disease warrants vaccination 
measures to be taken by adults. 

"Polio can affect anyone," said 
one doctor, who requested ano¬ 
nymity. "Look at US president 
Franklin Roosevelt, he was 39 
when he contracted the disease. 1 

Differentiation between those 
regarded to be at risk from polio 
seems to be between local Jorda¬ 
nians and members of the expa¬ 
triate community. Embassies 
have reacted to the outbreak with 
caution; the French Embassy has 
issued a non-obligatery recom¬ 
mendation that its citizens be 
vaccinated irrespective of age, 
and British subjects have also 
been advised similarly. 

"Anyone can be prone to po¬ 
lio, so wc arc encouraging adults 
to be vaccinated," said a British 
Embassy sjxjkcsperson. "There , 
is no harm in vaccinating adults. 
Anyone who comes to Jordan 
from outside should have had a 
polio booster anyway." . 

Dr Adnan Abbas, permanent 
secretary at the Ministry of 
Health, said that immunity to po- : 
lio differs from one counpy to 
the next, and in that respect Jar- 
danians are at less risk and have 
no obligation to revaccinate. He 
also added that the ministry ana • 
WHO sources assume that vacci¬ 
nation of the under-fives only is 
sufficient to stem further out¬ 
breaks. , . 

There has been disparity a. 
medical opinion as to whether t 
is safe to vaccinate adults at aiL 
One doctor recommended that 
jhe maximum age for vaccina- .- 
tlon be 17 years, on the grounds ; 
that exceeding this age lJJ* • 
could be hazardous. Other physi¬ 
cians disputed this, arguing WJ 
adults can continue to receive 
polio boosters regularly, . - 

"Polio boosters are advisabfc.. 
every four to five years, >■£:; 
another doctor, es pecially J. h | 
people in possible contact wiw : 
the virus, such as parents 
smalt children, nurses. j . 
and laboratory technicians.^ 
would even advise th°sewhoarC 
working in the Jordan Valjeji. j; 
the moment to be revaccinatw. 

None of the doctors ; 
viewed was worried about ,i 
imminent epidenuc ajjjj 
•dubs, and one conc^ wj 
ministry is, fust and 
oblice/to secure the 
of Ionian's infant ppPJ^S . 
"The ministry does not 5 f 

amenities, financial ofpUjerwa* 
lo distribute free vaccinauo^ 
adults. It's a matter of econom . . 
ics," hesaid.M : : i 


By Cristina Malak 

Special to The Star 

(NTE ITS creation, the Cere- 
X,™ Foundation (CPF) lias 
Pmany goal* which n 
Taly days seemed close to 
{jn impossible. The most re- 
?of such was last months 

Sta by Her Majesty Queen 

ip the first CPF kindcrgan- 

ain Amman. „ . 

•A dream has come true, said 
Dr5amira Baban, medical dircc- 
b of the CPF centers. "From 
te beginning, our greatest aim 
gio be able to integrate cliil- 
fci with Cerebral Palsy (CP) 
to ordinary schools. People 
Bering from CP arc not mcn- 
dlyretarded," she said. 

Cerebral Palsy is a condition 
tot the child has suffered 
tin injury or maldevclopmcnt 
i the early years of life. 'Ccre- 
juT means that the cause is the 
M brain, while 'Palsy' rc- 
fas to die inability of the child 
bbc his muscles properly so 
In mobility becomes retarded. 

Hie handicap usually appears 
b extremely premature babies, 
iiing the pregnancy period and 
Jto 40 days after delivery. CP 
cased during delivery is almost 
m A number of cases arc due 
csevere infections affecting die 
tan, such as meningitis, others 
n duo to accidents after birth 
«h as a fall, suffocation or car 
Kidenb. 

The CPF first emerged In the 
ail 'seventies. Parents of disa- 
tfed children had no access to 
ateblliiation programs at that 
k so a group of concerned 
fetors set about trying to in¬ 
to socially conscious people 
tou the problem. 

Hence die society was licensed 
■Ipne 1977 by the Ministry or 
«|al Development. Today the 
ondation has five centers in 
£ kingdom, in Ammon, Zarka, 
Aqaba and Salt, while a 
rehabilitation center is soon 
Ms opened in Karak. 

The Cerebral Palsy Foundation 
this day, a charitable imlc- 
Ncnt society. The firsi center 
g,.°P c ncd. in King Hussein 
"Just! City, which allowed the 
2“p to occupy a few rooms. 
JftoM days, the society re- 
5®^, 178 children from 
pughout the kingdom. All of 
wore referred by spe- 
jjjf* W} year after year the 
■Jrer of referrals increased 
was soon realized that 
««mng more had to be done 
■nationwidebasis, and so in 
"Wfhe Ministry of Social De¬ 
cent granted a "Cerebral 
SL 0 ?!* being the first 
'gwmevery October. 

J 6 ? aim for Cerebral Palsy 
Jrwarto increase awareness 
People about the handl- 
media was utilized, 
■jS¥25- v *» given out and 
,™JJpn_ B boxes were disiribui- 
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ral Palsy Foundation defends 
child's right to education 
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divided into three groups: Mild, 
moderate and severe, as irtiining 
depends on the slate of the- child. 
Physiotherapy is a major part of 
their training, but Dr Baban said, 
"It is extremely important to 
teach the carer of the child in un¬ 
derstand the aim of the exercise. 
Progress dqieiuls on how often 
the exercise is repeated, and 
therefore it must be known that 
training only at the- center is not 
enough." 

Another part of the center ac¬ 
tivities is lo teach every day ac¬ 
tivities such os holding objects, 
eating and dressing, and to show 
the carer postures by which to 
improve the child's mobility. 

Additionally, an important part 
of the program is teaching chil¬ 
dren through play. In this way, 
mental ability may improve as 
well as concentration and mobil- 


Childrcn come to llic center, 
receive training and then go 
home. 

The policy of the CPF has al¬ 
ways been that the child should 
grow up in a normal environ¬ 
ment, being the family. "There¬ 
fore, the CPF docs not encour¬ 
age separation and can offer 
their help only on a daily basis," 
said Dr Baban. 

Starting at an early age and 
with regular training, the child 
soon improves his mobility. 
Once this has given him a rea¬ 
sonable amount of independence 
he will be integrated into a nor¬ 
mal school. Dr Baban pointed 
out that it is the right of every 
child to receive education. Be¬ 
fore, both families and experts 
often felt frustrated since their 
training could only continue un¬ 


til a certain age. When the chil¬ 
dren reached school age, nobody 
would accept them. "The CP 
child cannot adjust into a normal 
school without the essential 
preparation, but now we are able 
to prepare them for integration," 
said Dr Baban. 

The kindergarten, which has 
taken seven years to establish, 
also has a first grade class. The 
kindergarten now receives 28 
children between the ages of 
four and seven for pre-school ed¬ 
ucation. Two teachers will teach 
every class; one will concentrate 
on daily activities, while the oth¬ 
er will be responsible for aca¬ 
demic training. 

As for the cost, this is all ac¬ 
cording to the financial status of 
each family. The CPF itself re¬ 
ceives support from the govern¬ 
ment in the form of trained 
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"A dream has come true" 

teachers, physiotherapists or oth¬ 
er experts rather than money. 

Dr Baban is delighted that 
nowadays attitudes towards peo¬ 
ple with special problems are 
positive. "People now accept 
those with handicaps more easily 
than before, and integration will 
not meet such difficulties as in 
the past," she said. ■ 
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By Rand Al Habash 

Special to The Star 

WORKING TO offset massive 
foreign debL re-payments, a 10 
per cent increase in population 
and the continuing denial of 
Arab financial assistance, Jordan 
has unveiled a long term eco¬ 
nomic "revival and restructur¬ 
ing" program. 

The plan, aimed at addressing 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

financial and monetary prob¬ 
lems, resuming sustained 
growth, and speeding recovery 
From the impact of the 1991-92 
Gulf crisis. Has been endorsed by 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) for a planned recovery for 
the years 1991-1998. 


ssBBMBasapw ;i >7ii: hbm 

Jordan's Economic Revival Plan 

Inching slowly towards recovery 


the years 1991-1998. 

Although it was o 
many members of ! 


ised by 
'liament 


and the press, it was adopted due 
to the lack of any other feasible 
alternative. Finance Minister 
Basel Jardanch has said. Opposi¬ 
tion centered around ihe antici¬ 
pated retail price increases that 
would result as the government 
increases revenues, rationalizes 
expenditures, reduces subsidies, 
and imposes new fees and taxes. 

The restructuring program sets 
a long-term annual growth rate 
target of three perjpent by 1998, 
up from the anemic one perlcenL 
growth in 1991 gross domestic 
product (GDP), Jardaneh has 
said. The plan. aims to spur 
growth and create jobs by em¬ 
phasizing import substitution 
and increasing exports, he said. 


The success of the new pro¬ 
gram depends largely on Jor¬ 
dan's ability to reschedule pay¬ 
ments of the interest and 
principal on its debt, the finance 
minister has said. The first prior¬ 
ity is to reschedule payments of 
$1.5 billion due in 1991, 1992, 
and the first half of 1993 in or¬ 
der to temporarily free the gov¬ 
ernment of its external obliga¬ 
tions so that it can address 
domestic problems, Mr Jardaneh 
added. Jordan owed a net 
amount of $400 million that was 
due by the end of 1991 after it 
defaulted on payments in the 
wake of the Gulf crisis. 

Jordan's foreign debt stood at 
$8,173 billion on October 31, 


1991. Mr Jardaneh claimed that 
the total amount due between 
1992 and the year 2000 should 
be reduced to $5,595 billion 
from $6.351 and interest to 
$2,376 billion from $3,855 bil¬ 
lion. 

In defending the government 
from charges that it was allow¬ 
ing foreign institutions to inter¬ 
fere in the Kingdom's internal af¬ 
fairs, Jardaneh said that Jordan 
had presented its program for ec¬ 
onomic recovery in the 1992- 
1998 period to international 
lending agencies to guarantee 
external support. This support, 
he has said, would free the gov¬ 
ernment from the burden or ser¬ 
vicing foreign debts. It might 



Mr Jardaneh 




Nqw, Royal Jonknian flies direct 
Amman to Toronto. 
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3 a ' so generate financial aid need¬ 
ed to support the balance of pay. 
! mcnls “d maintain financial and 
monetary stability, he has said. 

One of Jordan’s main objeo 
lives in its adopted new econom¬ 
ic recovery program is to build 
up its foreign exchange reserves 
so as to maintain a stable ex¬ 
change rate for the Jordanian Di- 
nar. The goal is to make the di¬ 
nar strong enough to withstand 
difficulties similar to the Gulf 
crisis, when the cut-off of for¬ 
eign funds caused Jordan to de¬ 
fault on its loan re-paymenis. 
The foreign exchange reserves 
available now stand at $878 mil¬ 
lion, which is sufficient to fi¬ 
nance four months of imports. 
Jordan expects to record an ex¬ 
cess in its balance of payment for 
1991 as a result of increased ac¬ 
tivities in the service sector (U, 
— tourism and transportation) 
and from increased savings' 
transfer by returnees. However, 
Jardaneh has said, this docs not 
indicate an improvement in the ■ 
economy. 

In addition, die government 
will try to solve die burden of the 
foreign debt by a discounted debt 
buy-back scheme thnt would; 
transform loans into equity in¬ 
vestments, a swap of exports for 
debts and repayment of debt in 
non-con vcrtibic local cuirency. 

The new program envisages a 
reduction in Jordan’s annya! rate 
of inflation from five per.cent in ; 
1991 to half that rate by the year 
1997. It aims to reduce the bud- 
get deficit 18 percent in 1991 to , 
5 per cent in 1997 by cutting 
government spending to 35 per 
cent of GDP in 1997 from the 
current 40 per cent. The program. 
also calls for reducing the-bal¬ 
ance of payments deficit to 11.7 j 
per cent of the GDP from the es¬ 
timated 27.7 per cent in 1992. . 

Those targets would be 
achieved by controlling govern? 
mem borrowings in a way that 
will reduce inflationary pressures 
and improve the financial admin¬ 
istration of state-owned comp* ; 
nies, specifically those involved . 
in water, power and transport. , ; 

The unemployment problem 
has become progressively worse - 
as the official joblessness rate 
has increased from 3 percent in 

1980 to 5.3 per dent in 1983 and 

around 20 percent in 1990. TJJ ; 
1992 budget provides for 
creation of 6,300 new jobs, ao*.j 
cording to Mr Jardaneh, a WfgJ j 
that-is realistic in view or U* 
government's emphasis on J* | 
Sour-intensive projects, 
tional training programs and ajj..-] 
sistance being provided 
programs aimed at securing ein , 
ployment for. Jordanians abroad, | 
Jordan's average annualJW | 
reached JD 1,950 ($1,305);* 
1990, up slightly from JD 
(51,193) in 1989, Mr Jardaneh , 
has said. ' 


Continued on 
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Focus on Jordanian Literature (6) 

Kind Abu Ash-Shaar: Abstract and allegorical 


ByFahd Salamch 

B* SIXTH pan in our series 
jj examine the most recent 
JJtstory collection written by 
r&iinguished Jordanian an- 
> Miss Hind Abu Ash-Shaar, 
Jrill touch on her literary ca- 

Abu Ash-Shaar was born 
•Aftnin and completed her clc- 
Jsry classes at a private 
^ in El-Mafraq. After her 
baily moved to Irbid, the young 
6d studied her preparatory 
gj secondary classes there, 
jungly enough, Hind made 
M.first literary attempt during 
b teenage years, including 
« 5 ¥ and a novel. 

Id 1970, Hind enrolled al the 
Itasty of Jordan where she 
died history and obtained her 
BA. She entered into teaching, 
plat the same time continued 
b graduate studies. In 1980, 
& obtained her Master's degree 
ii&mic history. 

[End soon resigned from her 
nias head-mistress of one of 
hqrt schools, and embarked 
pa preparing her doctoral the¬ 
ft 

flenow writes a weekly arti- 
ikin Al-Ral newspaper and con- 
tides to many Jordanian and 
Mb newspapers and journals, 
lie also has great interest in aca- 
fenic research, especially in the 
Ms of Islamic history and civ- 



Hind Abu Ash-Shaar 


tasty of Jordan where she wealth and poverty. Such an in- 
died history and obtained her stance could be found in the sto- 
UL She entered into teaching, ry .77 te Coat , and Sttbheyyeh on 
Mat Ihe same time continued Friday. 

H graduate studies. In 1980, In some of her stories. Hind 
feobtained her Master's degree emphasizes the relation between 
itoic history. the present status quo in the 

End soon resigned from her Arab world, and the history or 
a4 as head-mistress of one of the Arab nation, attempting io 
I ni's schools, and embarked find an explanation for the dctc- 
bm preparing her doctoral die- rioraiion that lias seized the Arab 
[ world. In The Mud, she manages 

flenow writes a weekly arti- to depict the contradiction bc- 
kinANW newspaper and con- tween appearance and reality. It 
doles to many Jordanian and is a symbolic story in which mud 
litb newspapers and journals, represents moral disintegration 
iiealsohas great interest in aca- and corruption. Very few people 

few research, especially in die mnnuge to avoid_ 

Ms of Islamic history and civ- it. or even think 

Salon. of doing so. 

fleisa member of The Jorcla- The events of 

to Writers' Association, and this story are : 

spates actively in literary very simple; one 

Jfflposiums and festivals. She morning, an cm- j 

is produced and published ployee intends ] 

he collections of short stories lo leave home 

Qian academic research paper for his work, Inn 

»ihe movement of Ahn Ubeiri before stepping 

&Thaqafi in El-Koufa, spoil- into the street. JtfiLaasgi 

jjd by The University of Jor- he realizes that 

the heavy rain Ay!*- ' 
Stehasalso prepared the man- has lilted the j 

for a collection of short si reel with mud. j, 

®ries. a. collection of prose Cars trash, pco- f f. 

^e,an<l a collection of poems, pie’s clothes are * "li® C5 

Jj&dcs her literary talent, stained, hm I yUrl 

J™ Abu Ash-Shaar is an -artist, what surprises I 

»a member of the Young him most is that J 

rJJP of Artists, who specialize he sees many of ‘ WPjB| 

■pasuc arts. She has paitici pat- his friends, [ Uf|| 

^irtqxhibtiions held in Jor- neighbors and j. 

Syria, in addition to her acquaintances 

gwcipauon for several conscc- swimming in die i' i/9)j| 

Ju.i 8 ! 5 . l ^ e P°ctfc festival mud and enjoy- 

m Iraq. ing themselves. 

o£iS t * 811 18-short-story Among the faces he recognizes 

Jsfoq by this young writer, is that of his Big Boss, holding 

^Pjolishcd in 1991 by the the hand of a beautiful girl from 
2®!^ 'Writers' Association, the neighborhood. The employee 

2 j5 ver design by the Jorda- stands firm in the face of the in- 

Khadr Naecm. The vitations and temptations to join 
JSJ 1 “ Characterized by its them, but to his dismay, he sud- 
CJp# some instances, denly observes his wife, throw¬ 
s'!?* 1 and abstract nature. It Ing herself in the mud, enjoying 
modem Jordanian the pleasure of covering herself 
m 23v critical eye on the with it without any sense of guilt 
'"if* inielleciual and or shame. 
fc&m.Wre 8 ' scrutinizing The collection, however, took 
diagnosing die dis- iut name from one of the short 
ju they wffer. stories which may be, at least 

?vi7 ret ^ er collections, from the author's point of view, 
concentrates on the the most important one. Again, 
23J jjy* middle class. The Stallion is symbolic, an in- 
this class to be quire about the future of Arab 

4] of Jorda- civilization which was once the 

4k, SI ?-h .Choosing this source of eolighienmeni for the 

ttAL^JAbu:Ash-Shaar sue- whole world, and a source of 
problems, pride for all Arabs: 


Such an in¬ 


dex from which slid ihe last 
drops of sweat stopped moving 
all at once. Death intensely per¬ 
vaded the strained body; it 
stormed, penetrated the cells, 
took hold of every single thing in 
it, and finally, with an astound¬ 
ing rigidity, settled in the depth 
of the black eyes, invaded by a 
gloomy, grey color, which were 
widely ooen to the blue horizon. 

We all at once sat on the dry, 
brown earth, as though in a sa¬ 
cred ritual, or in a nameless, 
boundless theatrical scene, and 
gazed into the depth of the terri¬ 
ble eyes where death finally 
froze. 

1 said, and my voice seemed to 
come from another world: 

"My God, how hard death is!" 

A tear rolled down my eyes, 
spread, dropped and wetted 
everything; then sank in the dry, 
brown earth. 

One of them said, while put¬ 
ting his hand on the majestically 
and imperiously-stretched body 
of the stallion in front of us: 

“This is incredible! It is like 
the death of a king in a battle¬ 
field.” 

/ saw him feel the stallion, as 
though he were feeling a sacred 
trophy, very dear to his heart. 

"My God!" I reiterated in 
amazement. The faces that were 
observing the body awesomely, 


She is a member of The Jorcla- 
■n Writers’ Association, and 
participates actively in literary 
pposiums and festivals. She 
js produced and published 
we collections of short stories 
»ian academic research paper 
«ihe movement of Ahu Ulwiri 
Maqafi in El-Koufa, spun- 
jtod by The University of Jor- 

She Iras also prepared the man- 
jjjpis for a collection of short 
a collection uf prose 
*yml a collection of poems. 

her literary talent, 
JJHAIhj Ash-Shaar is an-artist, 
™ a member of the Young 
JJP of Artists, who specialize 
■plastic arts. She has participat- 
««Jrtexhibitions held in Jor- 
Syria, in addition to her 
rwipaiion for several conscc- 

!Sj®* in the poetic festival 
oUrtad in Iraq. 

Stallion, an 18-<dmn..<irnrv 




La/:—oy uic 

Jrjn 'Writers' Association, 
2«cover design by the Jorda- 
15*1 Naecm. The 


SS --X" 1 ^ nK cEcctuaI and 

SgSMSSS 

they suffer. 

Vir ^ lier collections, 
^^ concentrates on the 
SfCSi**. inUdte ctaw. 

class to be 

wading to the 

r da “ 
focal Wlinf in hnr 


Finally, his strides came to a 
jndstill, and in the protruding 


stands^ 

veins. 


f, and in the protruding 
his p hlse ceased: and 


#32; m 2 feS-POint w her with a terrific grief, his last riot- 
delineates ing ended. The muscles of his 


SM reality and 


tong neck convulsed, as a desert¬ 
ed poplar grove; and the mus- 


dwelt by the greatness of death, 
turned lo me, trying to figure out 
the words which 1 did not utter . 
expecting me to feel their sorrow 
deep within them. / dared not 
draw near the majestic, still 
body. I gazed from a distance at 
the black, wide eyes, where in 
their depth death froze, and the 
far, blue horizon shone. Mourn - 

f Ui "J f have seen those two dead 
eyes before." 

"Before?" said the first man 
who was holding the forefoot of 
the stallion where there was no 
pulse anymore, "Where?" 

“In Granada," I replied. They 

were handing the large keys; 
and beneath the huge board 
which l observed with roving 
eyes, the same horse was dying: 
and in the shiver of death, his 
splendid, open, black eyes united 
with the knight's who was trod¬ 
den by Ihe sturdy horses. 

Eyes turned away from me, 
fervor dropped off my voice into 
the earth, sank among the dry, 
brown atoms. I was silent, f 
leaned with both arms on the dry 


earth, its feel hurt me. A real ter¬ 
ror seized me, as it came to my 
mind that I do not like dry earth, 
hard stones; nor could ! tolerate 
the whim that death will make 
me a pan of those ugly, woeful 
features. / looked at that terri¬ 
ble, regal corpse, lying in pain¬ 
ful silence before me on the dry 
earth, and muttered, as though 
to myself: 

"He was more speedy ikon a 
stormy wind." 

"He was as bright as a sum¬ 
mer star," said a woman's voice 
behind me. 

"I used to tike the muscles of 
his neck which loftily soared to 
the sky, feel the pulse of his 
veins, ana could not believe that 
that power resides in him in such 
a mysterious manner," I said. 

A man who smoked endlessly f 
said: 

"His forehead is as wide as a 
globe, wider than space, and 
greater than ages" 

The woman spoke woefully this * 
time and said: 

"His blaze is as a precious, re-, 
gal crown. After every race, / 
wished to touch and stroke his 
forelocks .” 

"Like rain," / said, “his sweat 
used to pour, slide off his 
strained muscles; and when a 
race wax over, he used to stop 
contentedly. Egotism used to 

__ dominate me, 

m y blood warm 
' wfr/i pleasure, 

■H'Sws anc * i wou ^ fai 

happiness deep 
within me; and 
all of us used to 
join his aura." 

"He shall nev- 
r. er neigh again," 

,: said an un- 
J&lw known voice, 

•fej } "and this is la- 

1 ' 'L, " • mentable, la- 
'.l: ,, mentable as 

death. No more 
9MR|ra>j races to attend, 
no more wager- 
" ing, waiting, 
astonishment, or 
going to war." 

. For the first 
' time, we looked 
at each other. 
We were terri- 

voice; deep 
within us, we 
felt the repercussion of his 
words roaring as thunder. 
Whims cropped in our heads, 
and showed in our features; and 
I said imploringly: 

"Iseverything over, then?" 

"It Is death," said one of them. 
"Neither medicine, nor weeping, 
nor praying will remedy it" 

"One day, he paced the globe," 
arrived the woman's voice bold¬ 
ly. "With his agile and rapid 
feet, he reached China. Then he 
turned westwards and stormed 
the world. Can he thus simply 
die? 1 cant believe it, I cannot. 

1 gazed at his wide, black eyes, 
their space was wider than the 
scope wider than the globe, wid¬ 
er than a sky with moons and 
suns. To my surprise, and/or the 
first time, I saw a new world in 
them, I called In a retaliatory 

t0t "He hasn't died, he hasn't died, 
yet. Look to the depths and see 
what f have seen.” 

We all assembled, stood before 
the wide space, drawn in the 
widely-open eyes on the vast, 
blue horizon, 


"His eyes moved," said the 
woman. ”Look at them, they are 
now moving. He hasn't died, he 
cannot die! He cannot." 

"No," said the man who cease¬ 
lessly smoked. He shook his 
head. “Death resides in them; 
everything is over. Foster no il¬ 
lusions, lady." 

"The heart stopped for a 
while," I said rashly, "this does 
not mean death. His heart, it is 
true, stopped for a few minutes, 
but his brain is still alive. All 
that he needs is an electric 
shock, and he will gallop, and 
blood will flow again in his 
veins. We all know that this usu¬ 
ally happens, he Is not dead" 

The man said while feeling the 
heart of the stallion: 

" I'm not a doctor, but l know 
there is still hope. We, as a team, 
should lake the Important deci¬ 
sion; the solution is in our 
hands." 

We jumped, we were excited 
and pleased; we performed some 
comic gestures. Enthusiastically, 
he said again: 

“Fetch the doctor, the doctor 
is the solution." 

"The doctor no longer exists,” 
said the woman with deep sor¬ 
row. "He died, and his inheritors 
divided his instruments among 
them. They damaged some, and 
buried others." 

A man speaking for the first 
time said roughly: 

"This is of no avail. Let us 
bury him and bring a substitute 
for him." 

"No!" cried the woman woefid¬ 
ly. "His substitute which you talk 
about is very old, and there is no 
hope in him. How can he win 
any race? No, we wilt not bury 
him." 

"There are a thousand doc¬ 
tors," said another. "Let its took 
for another." 

"Look for any other means; he 
must live, he has to live.” 

Shouting increased, voices 
shocked me and argument heat¬ 
ed. I drew nearer to his lucid 
eyes, they were like a boundless 
horizon; / saw my image reflect¬ 
ed in his eyes, and I smiled. 

"All, silence, please / shout¬ 
ed with a voice that extended un¬ 
endingly. "Come along and help 
me." 

I started massaging the heart; 
l started massaging it, and felt 
the warmth which covered the 
slretches from which warm 
sweat was still dropping. 

On this optimistic note, the 
story ends. But whether this opti¬ 
mism is justified, remains unan¬ 
swered. Bul as in all her stories, 
Hind writes for intelligent, cul¬ 
tured readers; her concern is the 
human individual, as an indepen¬ 
dent organism, as well as in his 
social context. The Issues she 
tackles in her collection are pov¬ 
erty, alienation, social disinte¬ 
gration, feminist problems and 
political and historic questions. 
The diversity of the issues and 
their common nature) make her 
collections accessible to all repd- 
■ ers, regardless of their cultural 
background, and thus, Hind Abu 
Ash-Shaar writes for all readers 
in the Arab world.! 

Fahd A. Salameh Is a producer 
for Radio Jordan. He has an 
MA in English Literature from- 
the Universi ty of Jordan. 


r 











6 THE STAR 


J =fi\ i'J :1 



Arab-American poet portrays her unforgotten land 


By Hind-Lara Mango 
Special (o The Star 

flow do you know if you are go- 
ing to die? I begged my mother. 
>Ve had been travelling for days 
With strange confidence she an¬ 
swered, 

"When you can no longer make 
a fist/' 

THIS EXTRACT, from the 
poem Making a Fist, is taken 
from the anthology Grape 
Leaves by Arab-Amcrican poei 
Naomi Shihnb Nyc. 

Arab-Amcrican poetry in the 
US is currently witnessing a new 
generation of writers, removed 
from the Mahiar school of 
which Gibran Khalil Gibran was 
a pioneer, although contempo¬ 
rary Arab-Amcrican wriiers deal 
with the same subjects,ns their 
predecessors: Parental love, in¬ 
justice, homesickness and the 
search for the self. 

Naomi lias just returned from a 
trip to the West Bank. Although 
40 years of age, with her plaited 
hair and her face free of makc- 
Qp,shc looks like a teenager. Her 
black embroidered jacket shows 
that the Palestinian heritage is 
still alive for her. 

After hearing her poetry and 
songs, one senses that she feels 
lucky to be bicultural; she de¬ 
scribes her dual heritage as “a 
bridge between two worlds." 
Even though she has lived for 


the most pan of her life in Tex¬ 
as, she shares a mysterious cultu¬ 
ral bond with her father's Pales¬ 
tinian culture. 

Having only lived in ihc West 
Bank for one year back in 1966, 
she is aware of being somewhaL 
removed from her father's peo¬ 
ple. However, she says that this 
distance "allows a writer to ob¬ 
serve, discuss and wonder about 
things that might not be his or 
her most immediate situation 
more objectively." 

Her feelings lor die Palestinian 
issue and the uprising arc clear 
in her poems. Nostalgia for an 
unforgotien land is revealed in 
My Father and the Fig Tree. 
Created from a real Jifc incident, 
this poem recounts a man's 
struggle to keep a memory alive: 
The memory of "figs like ripe 
tokens, emblems, assurance ol a 
world that was always his own." 

Even when not writing about 
the Palestinians directly, Naomi 
constantly refers to time, 
strength, courage, stones or pain. 
Naomi's folk songs evolve 
around dreams — not the Ameri- 
. can dream, but the dream of 
finding "music in a stone so long 
alone." 

On the intifada, Naomi writes 
The 500th Palestinian Dead. An¬ 
gered at how the de&Lhs of young . 
Palestinians were reported as 
mere statistics in a small column 
in the local paper, Naomi decid¬ 
ed to write about the 500th mar- 


People who can 

Naomi Shlhab Nye: Bridging two worlds still think of 
. . ,. building a park 

tyr, whom on this occasion was in times of 

na ™ c d- trouble. Poems such as these 

Her recent trip to the West mostly end with a note of hope- 
Bank told Naomi dial a change or the image of green, 
is imminent. Afmr mltinn r*. Pm n i n ,.Tr, n ~ _• 


~jeet matter and 
light hearted 
' tone found in 

k some of her 

work, this poct- 
ry conveys a 
K powerful mes- 

Hh sage from wilh- 

H in. When dc- 

^B scribing having 

B jF lunch in Na- 

D blus with 

m | friends, she is 

Ui really writing 

||y about the sLead- 

fastness a 
JSIHH people who can 
*o worlds still think of 

building a park 
in times of 
trouble. Poems such as these 


is imminent. After talking to Is¬ 
raeli poets for the first time in 
her life, she was told that people 


Employing a technique similar 
to novelist Virginia Woolfs, 
Naomi makes connections bc- 


------—, UIU i i’uuhii nifiA.es cunnccuons oc- 

in the occupied territories arc un- tween seemingly unrelated sub- 
happy and are calling for jeets such as blooming flowers 

CflQTlPC. Ijf'.fnnf inn ic c n 11 nnH kAmUn Cl. A _ ■ 


change. "Detention is so thick," 
she said, "The shopkeepers arc 
so hungry; they can't keep clos¬ 
ing their shops anymore." 

Most of Naomi's work deals 
with personal experience. As one 
reads her poems one sees into 
her character and secs the things 
she finds humorous or sad. Even 
when she was snowed in at her 
hotel during her stay in Jordan 
she wrote a poem about Turkish 
coffee. Despite the simple sub- 


Nader Amran: "A human is strongest of all" 


By Vesna Mashnrqa 
Special to The Star 

SNOW AND winds swept into 
Amman this winter along with 
yet another outstanding theater 
production, causing much admi¬ 
ration for the growing variety of 
cultural events that have generat¬ 
ed in the wake of democratic 
changes. Indeed, its popularity 
was such that it will now be re¬ 
launched for the month or Rama¬ 
dan. 

’Long Live Gelgamesh' was a 
new play from the Faw&nees the¬ 
ater group, and was first staged! 
at the Royal Cultural Centre at 
the end of January. It marked 
Fawanees' revival, who last ap¬ 
peared in public in 1986. After 
all these years of silence, 'Long ' 
Live Gelgamesh 1 came to voice a 
vigorous, new statement from 
the Fawanees group — that "a 
human is strongest of all." 

■Die play, which was directed, 
written-and set-designed by Nad * 
er Amran, was a genuine theater 
piece with powerfully presented 


characters, impressive sccnogra- 
phy and beautiful costumes. 

1 We wanted to create beauty, 
taking it from every single par¬ 
ticipant in this production, and to 
combine it with theatrical ex¬ 
pression," said Amran. "I gave 
absolute freedom to the actors, 
musicians, set and costume de¬ 
signers to search and study their 
own ways of art presentation. 
The result was amazing." 

Amran started Writing 'Long 
Live Gelgamash' ■ three years 
ngo, and iL is a mixture of orien¬ 
tal tales which he decided to 
present in the form of impres¬ 
sions. The script was, as he said, 
a song which inspired his work¬ 
ing team to put on a dance." 

Aref Mouhlascb, who acLed in 
the roles of Shushan and Ilkahan 
said, "This play helped me dis¬ 
cover my strength and acting po¬ 
tential. It-was my first time to 
work with a director in this way. 

I was asked to give my own in¬ 
terpretation of the two characters 
and to search within myself tor 
the pest way of presenting : 


them." 

Director Amran stressed that 
team work in theater requires 
lots of effort, for both the dircc-. 
tor and actors themselves. It is 
an appeal for mutual understand¬ 
ing, respect and tolcranco. He 
expressed satisfaction in the fact 
that he had tried something lie 
was convinced about theoretical¬ 
ly, but he admitted that it was 
extremely difficult to deal with it 
in practice. 

Actor Mouhtaseb explained 
the procedure: "Wo were given 
the script for 15 days to study 
the characters, and were asked to 
give our opinions and views on 
the play. At the rehearsal we 
would work on a scene in a way 
so that each one of us was to in¬ 
spire his character and direct his 
piece alone. Then, together with 
the director, we would decide 
what should be worked on more, 
and what could be repeated from 
the way u had been done.” 

It was the first time for Amran 
: to appear as both director and 
playwright. As a stenographist 
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and bombs. She describes how 
she sees a flower bloom in die 
same spot that the daily newspa¬ 
per is thrown every morning. 
She emphasizes how, despite 
this constant bombardment, the 
flower is adamant to thrive anil 
grow — perhaps an analogy to 
the Palestinians? 

It has been argued that while 
Arab-Amcrican poets write 
about things related to the Arab 
world, their poems arc influ- 



and contest winner for the best 
theater scenography and costume 
design at' the First Jordanian 
Theatre Festival, he chose to 
combine two powerful elements 
on the stage: Acting and the an 
or set designing. It resulted in 
■fjjjng* impressive pictures, 
which were sometimes breath 
taking. 

Amran stressed his belief that 
a director should not adhere to 
certain styles or schools in thea- 
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/ The first halite cuisine ’ 
menu designed for those 
ivho love fine food. It mir¬ 
rors our special styles and 
'■ • taste levels. 
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n Hus us she feels very claw S 

“ .. 11,0 . l °P>c of ihc -seif. , 

- theme in Arab-AmcricTv* 

- ,n (;s, symbolizes for NaomiZ 

■ P"; 11 / humanity. She believa 

1 S discovering one's identity 

- null finding ways of integral™ 

i. 11 with other "selves" m2 

i recedes as one grows older and 

, shoulders more responsibilities. 

As an educator, Naomi sees 
l P 0 ? 1 ^ «s therapy, and has been 

, using it with schizophrenic pa- 

r hems. Poetic aestheucs are leu 

important to her than poetry 1 ! 
healing effects. "I’m not interest- 
cd in poetry as art, or rhetorical 
statements, she said, "It's sad 
that a lot of Palestinian poetry 
has had to become rhetorical just 
to give it a sense of connection = 
beiwccn the people." 

Naomi lectures on how to in¬ 
troduce poetry to children, and • 
writes short stories and chil¬ 
dren's anthologies. "Reading is 
critical to transcend our own 
worlds and to build bridges with 
other ones," she said. She has 20 
years’ experience in a project. 
called "Artists in die Scnools", I 
which aims to stimulate a new, 
dimension of creative writing in 1 
education. Reading poetry or 
other literary genres Is a means 
of connecting the reader to other 
people, which Naomi finds criti¬ 
cal to world understanding. I j 

ter. "Eventual¬ 
ly," he said, 
"he should take, 
advantage of 
everything he 
knows and 
feels and 
should put it in 
his own way." 

Asked to ex- ’ 
plain the rca- ■ 
sons behind j 
Fiiwanccs 1 long f 
break, he said. jj 
that the gov- 5 
eminent and -j 
the private see- 
tor had not $ 
paid enough at- f 
tendon to then- 
ter produc- ] 
lions. Sometimes, due 10 a lack n 
of financial support, or some- ^ 
limes because of bureaucratic * 
reasons or for reasons of person-. 
al interests, productions lj».| 
been turned down. ■ j 

"Theater artists represent Jor- j 
daman society with all of its pos* , 
ilivc and negative aspects, w* | 
having a chance to work in out¬ 
fields, we are able to treat these, 
aspects in a civilized way. In djj» 
period of artistic liberation 
democratization, society is real¬ 
izing dial we need theater ® 8 
much as, we need streets, 
schools, trees and parks, 
must encourage the estabJisn- • 
mem of new cultural cenwv 
theaters^, .magazines, exnibw < 
and concert halls. Arts smprpw 
life at all levels, and I « 
have started to realize tnai,. i» 
said, adding: "A human. :»•, 
strongest of all. I think we are re- , 
alizing that too." > 


'Long Live Gelgamesh «j if ;; 
relaunched at the Royn* 
ml. Centre and will JJJJ-/ 
7-12 March. Curtain will w v. 
the special Ramadan time , 
pm.B . 
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! m ys OF honey, days of 

;&N: The story ofAPales- 
:L Family in Israel by Mi- 
S Gorkin. Boston, Beacon 
press. 286 pp- $24.95 

iuOMEN UNDER STRESS 

'Shout knowing it: 

iLder In crisis. Women and 
1 Palestinian Resistance 
, jfovement by Jtzlie M. Petect. 

1 few York, Columbia Umver.si- 
U press. 245 pp. No price slat- 

l 

! a BOOK of this kind was long 
Ludye. Gorkin tells the- story of 
i rural Israeli-Arab family — 
Meen — in whom most Is- 
otlis show no interest whatsoev- 
«except to ask themselves 
iklhcr they can be trusted to 
: l«p the peace or should be con- 
jidefed a fifth column. The te¬ 
nds pretend to know them 
: itll, or at least well enough for 
cost Israelis not to take the trou- 
| Ik to get better acquainted with 
ton, as this might interfere with 
| sane of Israel's most cherished 
I ^ dices. 

Michael Gorkin is an outsider 
to both Israelis and Arabs living 
bwhai is today Israel proper, an 
American journalist and psy- 
[toiogist, and a relative new- 
nxner to Israel. The advantages 
tfto position outweigh the dis- 
shsntages. for he approaches 
his subject with a freshness and 
Inanity unspoiled by the kind 
of associations which would 
doubtless affect the approach of 
ayone long settled in the coun¬ 
ty 

A balance has been achieved 
in lib book between the public 
wd private aspects of the lives 
of these representatives of Use si¬ 
te minority in Israel: The cld- 
jj patriarch Abu Ahmad, his 
ws, adult sons and daughters, 
ttfelives and friends. Despite 
ijtir difficult political and social 
jcumsianccs — in their words, 
raving my country at war with 
ny people" — most of them 
gnage to lead produciivc, satis- 
*J«y and even enjoyable lives, 
lots can be ouribnted to- the 
J^gui of their family ties, ami 
J* ^PPori network they offer. 
“«eover, while change is inevi- 
and modem influences un- 
yc cherished traditioiuil ot- 
wto and customs, the process 
JNual, and good human rela- 
JJ 8 *, especially within the fami- 
preserved. In this respect 
H < t?^ s 23 *cy are now 
*60, although sufrering from 
■ jjailnation, have often been 
JBfortunateihan many Oricn- 

j JS contacts with Jews are 
tocy live in a 
^offteirown, but the few 
jjwte they do maintain almost 
SW c ? use suffering and 
«uon in a thousand small 
^Though all of them harbor 
If °/ 5 scnUncnl M a result 
P rescn t injustices. 
JK? ons . range from those 
to, JjP'fchopI students who 
c " v y fb® "chll- 
In the occu- 
bSP"*** 1 * f ce l inferior 
jjgtylniasubtle way, Gorkin 
.“ffaies how precarious; the 




« Mb out 
humanity of the 
arouse the 
5S92 0 ?. empathy. The 
^ofthcmiwviews were 
to ri^d selection, so, 
• iaconcise, 
°n pvtic- 
Kves ^ particu- 
Abo 

^.TVU AJunad’j younger son. 


The Arabs in Israel 

The silent minority 
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is on intelligent, down-to-earth, 
Imppy-go- lucky fanner who is 
happy in main mining the family 
trad it ion. making money, tmd en¬ 
joying life with his young wife 
and numerous friends. 

Ismail, Ahu Ahmad's nephew, 
a physics teacher nt the local 
high school, is "the political 
black sheep of the family," and n 
leading figure in the local Com¬ 
munist parly. He represents the 
politically-involved young intel¬ 
lectual, who pays a high price 
for his convictions. Mnysn, Abu 
A*hmail's youngest daughter, is 
the young university graduulc, 
who, having experienced a tier- 


some of the old stereotypes. Ju¬ 
lie M. Petect's book may not 
serve this aim, from Israel's 

K oinl of view, since it is written 
v a person who identifies com¬ 
pletely with the Palestinian na¬ 
tional struggle and whose ap¬ 
proach to the resistance 
movcmenl is totally uncritical. 
She is a source of valuable infor¬ 
mation, largely unknown to the 
Israeli reader. 

Women Under Stress is an 
anthropological study of the Pal¬ 
estinians in Lebanon al the time 
of "ayyum Beirut" (the days of 
glory of die Palestinian Resis¬ 
tance in Bcinit before the Lcba- 


the wives and mothers of the 
fighters, the low-ranking work¬ 
ers in the many resistance- 
sponsored services and emerpris- 
cs; city women are the uidrcs 
and high-ranking workers in the 
same organizauons, and wivis 
of military commanders, politi¬ 
cal leaders and bureaucrats. 

The dire living conditions, and 
the daily danger of life in the 
camps during the civil war have 
been rendered bearable, even 
meaningful, by the camp- 
dwellers' commitment to the 
ideal of returning to their home¬ 
land, their identification with the 
martyrs of the fight for indepen¬ 
dence, and by the role assigned 
to women in the struggle. 

Whether she was politically 
active, gainfully employed, or 
restricted to the role of house¬ 
keeper and sociaiizer of her chil¬ 
dren — the future fighters for 
the cause — a womens life was 
dedicated to the achievement of 
an ideal larger than life. Wom¬ 
en's courage and steadfastness in 
the face of adversity, death and 
the destruction of their hoirns, 
cannot but arouse admiraticn. 
They have subordinated personal 
considerations to a cause which 
might appear totally unrealistic 
to most popple. According to the 
author, their service to this cause 
has prevented die camp residents 
from developing a poverty syn¬ 
drome, with its attendant charac¬ 
teristics of family disintegration, 
crime, drug addiction, prostitu¬ 
tion, fatalism and hopelessness. 

Nor can the role of the rcsis- 


T hough all of them (Israel’s Arabs) harbor feelings of resentment as a result of 
past and present Injustices, their reactions range from those of the 
high-school students who both admire and envy the "children of the stones" in the 
occupied territories , and feel inferior to them. 


stintil tragedy, is cuiii'.lu between 
die wish u> pursue, individual 
goals tmd the traditional nouns 
of marriage and family. Fortu¬ 
nately, (or her, she finds u hus¬ 
band who shares her values, dius 
enabling her to reconcile die two 
conflicting desires. 

This book is both illuminating 
and enjoyable. Gorkin is a bom 
story-teller. Though he has 
doubtless made use of his pro¬ 
fessional knowledge and insight, 
he has done so in a way dial 
docs not affect die spontaneity 
of die characters. The only reser- 
vuiitm is that most of them arc 
so positive and likable dial one 
wonders how representative they 
are. Gorkin admits that he chose 
them Ikluusc he liked dtem, and 
was interested in (hem, which of 
course is perfeedy justified. Yet 
can they really be regarded as 
typical? Even if diis question re¬ 
mains unanswered, there is a lot 
to be learned from this book. 

ISRAEL'S ATTITUDE to¬ 
wards the Arab minority in Israel 
is one of indifference but this 


non war) in the years 1967-1982. 
The author who, as die title sug¬ 
gests, is writing from a feminist 
perspective, focuses on tire¬ 
women of Sluuiln refugee camp 
in western Beirut, and supple¬ 
ments the analysis with descrip¬ 
tions of women aedvists residing 
outside the camps. In addition, 
she emphasizes the sociological 
characteristics and differences 
distinguishing camp residents 
from city dwellers. The former, 
whose origins are rural and low¬ 
er class (as compared to the bet¬ 
ter educated urban middle-class 
refugees who managed to estab¬ 
lish themselves in the city of 
Beirut), bear the brunt or the 
struggle. The camp women are 


lance movement in improving 
educational opportunities, pro¬ 
viding services, jobs for men and 
women, and financial support 
for widows and orphans, be dis¬ 
regarded. All these factors, when 
combined with strong family 
tics, heightened political aware¬ 
ness, an improved self-image, 
and a sense of independence re¬ 
sulting from participation in the 
national struggle, contribute to 
make their lives meaningful and 
challenging. 

Pciect’s main concern, howev¬ 
er, is the establishment of a theo¬ 
retical framework for the "rela¬ 
tions between political economy, 
practice and cultural ideologies 
as one of mulual influence.... 
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which simultaneously shape and 
constrain the potential of influ¬ 
ence of one upon the other." The 
rather ambitious aim is to fill a 
gap in the theoretical underde¬ 
velopment of Middle Eastern 
feminist anthropology. To what 
extent she has succeeded in this 
should be judged by her academ¬ 
ic colleagues. The considerable 
amount of theorizing docs not al¬ 
ways help clarify issues and 
more often than not obscures 
them, belabors the obvious, and 
makes her repetitious and hard 
to read. 

However, many issues of inter¬ 
est, especially for readers inter¬ 
ested in feminist topics, are tack¬ 
led, among them: Changing 
auiuides towards the choice of a 
marriage partner and women's 
work outside the home; the 
weakening of family control 
mechanism together with the re¬ 
tention of the support network of 
extended families and neighbor¬ 
hood groups; men's attitudes to 
women's greater assertiveness; 
women in the roles of political 
aedvists, fighters, and mothers in 
single-parent families after the 
death of Lheir husbands. Some 
historical and sociological issues 
arc dealt with, such as the effect 
of an external threat and a com¬ 
mon cause of class relations, and 
the history of the Palestinian 
struggle for independence. A 
few case studies are offered but 
they are of secondary impor¬ 
tance, and presented only for the 
purpose of illustration. 

Peieet's study exhibits a typi¬ 
cal amliropological bias, in de¬ 
scribing a social phenomenon 
from the "inside", i.e. from the 
perspective of the members of 
the social group which it studies. 
While such an approach is emi¬ 
nently suitable for the study of 
small communities, tribal socie¬ 
ties or inmates in ,r ioial" institu¬ 
tions, it has serious drawbacks 
when applied to such a complex 
political reality as Palestinian so¬ 
ciety in Lebanon. Contacts be¬ 
tween the population studied and 
the outside are barely men¬ 
tioned, and, when they are, only 
in the most stereotyped and prej¬ 
udiced manner. 

Conflicts between Palestinians 
in general, and camp inhabitants 
in particular (and the local au¬ 
thorities and population), are 
completely absent from this ac¬ 
count, as are the larger political 
issues concerning the internal 
and external relations of the re¬ 
sistance movement. True, the au¬ 
thor was primarily interested in 
changes in the position of wom¬ 
en, but a reader is unable to ig¬ 
nore these broader concerns, and 
can scarcely avoid sensing the 
incompleteness pf this book, in 
spite of Peieet’s commitment and 
seriousness. ■ 

Jerusalem Post Magazine 
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hide towards the Palestinians 
outside Israel — inhabitants of 
the refugee camps, and "PLO 
terrorists," Here, propaganda has 
succeeded in dehumanizing 
them u> the point that most Israe¬ 
lis don't feci, any sympathy for 
their plight or interest in their, 
achievements" Now, with new 
hopes for a peace settlement in 
our comer of the world, the time 
has come for Israel to identify 
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Staying on track 

* 

THE STALEMATED peace talks fn Washington have become some¬ 
thing of an exercise in futility. This is so because alter many rounds of 
arduous negotiations and attempts to put forward a serious agenda for re¬ 
solving the multitude of problems between Israel and her Arab neigh¬ 
bors, the Israelis are still dragging their feet by avoiding to go into sub- 
stance. 

Five months after the opening of the Madrid conference in October last 
year, it is now clear that the Arabs mean to do business. During this lat¬ 
est round of talks, the Palestinians have submitted a detailed plan to hold 
free elections in the occupied territories as a step towards establishing an 
interim self-government for the Palestinians. So far Israel’s reaction to 
the plan has been vague and dubious, with attempts to sidestep the real 
issues and engage their interlocutors in labyrinthine and futile discus¬ 
sions about the interpretation of UN Security Council resolution number 
242, which is the basis of the whole peace process. 

It is at this stage that a definitive move on the part of the United Slates 
becomes a necessity if the peace talks are to succeed or continue. The Is¬ 
raeli government Is using the Washington talks as an election stum so 
that it can present itself to the Israeli electorate as a government which 
seeks to conclude peace with her Arab neighbors. But Israeli negotiators 
are exposing the real motives of their government by refusing to go into 
details or to commit their country to any substantial positions on 242 and 
the exchange of land for peace. 

Israel's stalling has been evident on all fronts. Jordanian, Palestinian, 
Syrian and Lebanese negotiators have all expressed their disappointment 
with the progress of the talks so far. It is our concern that no real 
progress will be made until the June Israeli elections and beyond. The 
question to ask is, will that historic "window of opportunity" remain 
open until then? Whai is needed at this stage is not a new interpretation 
of 242, Israel’s reasons for wanting that are clear. Ii wants to wriggle out 
of its responsibility and obligation to vacate the lands it has occupied 
since the 1967 war. 

What the'peace talks need, with active American involvement, is to 
move forward by breaking new grounds such as putting a freeze on set¬ 
tlement activities, agreeing bn the general principles of Palestinian self- 
government anjl setting a daie for local elections. What is also needed is 
for Israel to commit itself to withdrawing from South Lebanon and to 
agree to hand control of the Golan Heights to the Syrians. 

No one underestimates the heavy-burdens which all parties carry as 
. .they meet time and again behind closed doors to discuss the future and 
an end to yearn of Bitterness. The task of; peace making is difficult in¬ 
deed. But there has to be a sign of good will on both sides in order to 
. make progress. The Arabs have shown such good intentions, but it will 
have to be clear to all that Arab negotiators cannot compromise on Arab 
. rights as guaranteed, under international law. At the same time, Israel 
cannot: attend the talks and continue, to build settlements.and change real¬ 
ities on the ground. This is .not the objective of the peace conference. The 
; peace process is ; designed to end occupation, hottolegalize it, and it Is 
aimed at restoring rights, not wasting them. The riffle has come for the 
United States to inteirvene before the process loses its momentum and its 
. meaning. ■ • 




Letter from Washington 

A taste of things to come? 




By Jonab Tutunji 

This Is the first in a series of occasional 
columns that will deal with aspects of 
politics in the United States that are rel¬ 
evant to the Middle East. The purpose 
of these columns will be to inform and 
analyze, at times to criticize and at oth¬ 
er times merely to present a non- 
judgemental account of the workings of 
American politics. 


amccs to a freeze on settlement. Members 
of the House Foreign Operations Sub- 
comm nice, before which Mr Baker was 
testifying when he delivered his message 
to Mr Shamir on 24 February, weteSn. 
erally understanding of the State IW 
mcni’s position. 

The following day Mr Baker came ia 
for much tougher questioning from mem- 
bers of the Senate Foreign Operations 
Subcommittee who arc traditional sup¬ 
porters of Israel, but the adminisimioS 


. .. 


height of fashion in US politics. Voters in 
the New Hampshire primary elections' 
who chose Patrick Buchanan are said to 
have sent a message to President Bush: 
that the occupant of the Oval Office has 
neglected the economy for loo long and 
abandoned conservative Republican val¬ 
ues. 

Democratic front runner for the day 
Paul Tsongas also said that lie had a mes¬ 
sage for the White House: That the Amer¬ 
ican people want jobs, jobs, jobs. He’s 
right of course. The day after the primary 
General Motors announced that it would 
be laying off over 16,000 voters in the 
next three years. The fate of the ailing US 
economy will no doubt foreshadow all 
other issues in the coming elections. 

In keeping with the spirit of the limes. 
Secretary of State James Baker chose a 
public forum to send a message to Prime 
Minister Shamir. Mr Baker told the Israeli 
leader that he had to put a freeze on Jew¬ 
ish settlements in the West Bank or lose 
the $10 billion US loan guarantees he has 
been requesting. This marks the first time 
that any American administration has 
linked the issue of setUements in the West 
Bank with US economic support for Is¬ 
rael. 

Mr Baker's conditions included a holt to 
clearing land for construction projects as 
well. The guarantees given would be for 
$2 billion a year over the next five years, 
and the arrangement would be monitored 
by the US every 12 months. Settlements 
already begun by January could be com¬ 
pleted, but the cost of completion Would 
be deducted from the loan guarantees. 

In Arab eyes, Mr Baker’s ultimatum 
was not only welcome but also long over¬ 
due. Successive US administration have 
declared their opposition to the settle¬ 
ments, but none has so far resorted to the 
tremendous economic leverage the US 
has over Israel to secure compliance with 
its wishes. Thai President Bush and. his 
team should have done so in an election 
year seems to violate an accepted tenet of 
US politics. 

The fact of the matter, however, is that 
Secretary Baker's actions carry little polit¬ 
ical cost to the administration. I do not 
mean to belittle Mr Baker's long standing 
commitment to the principles involved, 
but the mood in the country is congenial 
to what he wanted to do. The American 
public is in general hostile to massive dos¬ 
es of foreign aid while Americans are suf¬ 
fering at home. -Republican Jews are un¬ 
likely to. desert Mr Bush for Mr Buchanan 
because the latter is suspected by some of 
being anti-Semitic. 

However, Mr Bush is courting the dan¬ 
ger dial if he is the Republican party's 
candidate, disaffected voters may simply 
. not bother to go to the polls. 

. Influential Congressional leaders , of 
l»th. parties are sympathetic to the admin¬ 
istration’spolicy of linking the loan guar- 


Answering questions from ADC 

Bush reiterates commitment to 242 and 
to toppling Saddam Hussein 
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Some Republican senators who were crit¬ 
ical of Mr Baker are up for re-election 
and did not appear eager to challenge the 
president. 

Still, things may change down the line. 

If it should appear as the primaries 
progress that the president has no coal 
tails for Republican candidates to hang on 
to, pro Israel Republicans may become 
much more vociferous in their criticism. 
Nevertheless, President Bush, asked 
about the risks he was courting, pledged 
noi to back down. He told reporters. "We 
spelled out our policy. There It is," adding 
that "I'm not going to shift the foreign 
policy of this country because of political 
expediency. I would not have any credi¬ 
bility worldwide." 

Still, the yearly American aid package 
to Israel of over S3 billion is not affected, 
nor is the United SlaLes' commitment to 
the security of Israel. As informed ob¬ 
servers had suspected all along, Mr Sha¬ 
mir said in his response that he would 
rather sacrifice the loan guarantees rather 
than compromise on settlements. 

Frankly, Mr Shamir was not expected 
to compromise on a basic tenet of Likud 
ideology; backing down on the settle¬ 
ments could hurt him politically, while 
the influx of immigrants from the fomier 
Soviet Union, among them practicing 
Jews, are a distinct minority and will not 
necessarily swell the ranks of Mr Sha¬ 
mir's supporters or further his electoral 
chances. 

At worst, the Likud leader could turn to 
Israel’s fairly substantial foreign currency 
reserves ns collateral Tor the loans. Mean¬ 
while, Housing Minister Ariel Sharon has 
lot St bo known that work has commenced 
on 22,000 housing units in the occupied 
territories. That is a staggering figure, it 
there is a freeze in the work or the occu¬ 
pied territories, it is the work of Mother 
Nature and not the Likud’s policy on set- 
Ucmcms. Israeli'delegates to Ihc current 
peace talks in Washington have Id ll . oe 
known that their government is redefining 
self-rule for the territories so as io grau 
Israelis a permanent right to settle in 
West Bank. c , 

ft looks like the current or future U5 aa 
ministration will have to resort to Iran 
ming the regular annual foreign aid pac - 
age to Israel if they want further leverag> • 
That would be a different matter altogeth¬ 
er and would certainly precipitate a ngni 
with Jewish groups in the US which hav 
so far been avoiding a direct confron 
lion with the Bush administratipn. v 
If the performance of the US econo y 
should improve in the meanwhile, 
prospects for applying ec° nor mc 
lions on Israel will quickly evapwaw 
the public will become more indmere^ 
to the outflow of aid dollars and Congress 
will become more combative in respon* 
• to pro-Israel political action committees. 


Sianuafatilecs and US a.tlitu.le to 
SjSre®process. Excerpts follow. 

,nr- Regarding Israel's request for 
ffhillion in loan guarantees, would 
In make vour support contingent on a 
freeze on all Israeli settlement 
Unwhat budgetary sacrifices do you 
ktlitve Israel should make before the 
^continues to provide such extraordi- 
«ry levels of aid? 

president Bush: Secretary of State Baker 
Snow discussing with the Israc t go y env 
S S and conditions under which 
S Administration could support adch- 
pal loan guarantees for Israel. I am i 
twnmitted to the principal for free immi- i 
radon to Israel and their successful ab- i 
! sorption inside Israel. At the same time, 

I «view the current settlement activity n 
4ic occupied territories as an obstacle to 
wet, we want to resolve this issue in a 
Miner that supports, and docs not contra- 
diet, longstanding US policy objectives in 
die region. 

Q: What policies would you initiate to 
: jtture basic human rights for Palestini¬ 
ans living under military occupation? 

I A; The State Department’s Human Rights 
Report for 1991 contains comprehensive 
analysis of the human rights situation in 
(be occupied territories. The United 
Sates considers Israel’s occupation oi 
these territories to be governed by the 
Hague Regulations of 1907 und lire 1949 
Fourth Geneva Convention Rotative re the 
Protection of Civilians in Time of Wur. 
We have raised the treatment of Palestini¬ 
ans living in these territories with lire is- 
nell government directly and arc working 
with that government to see that condi¬ 
tions improve. The Middle East peace 
process launched in Madrid provides for 
direct negotiations between Palestinians 
: and Israelis to realize both security for is- 
| rad and the legitimate political rights ot 
| die Palestinian people. 
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Do you support the lifting of the freeze 
on that portion or Iraq’s assets frozen 
in the United States that would pay for 
these supplies? 


Q: Based on Israel’s continued viola¬ 
tion of human rights conventions and 
International law, would you imple¬ 
ment a review or US-Israel aid and 
trade relations as Is required by US 
tor, Including the Foreign Assistance 
Mi 

, ft Human rights is a fundamental paitof 
ny administration’s foreign policy. The 
rights situation in the occupied ter¬ 
ritories is a matter of continuing high lov¬ 
'd concern. Our response Is designed both ■ 

[ to protect human tights in the near term 
to promote the peace process. 

Q: Do you support Palestinian self- 
determination and statehood? 

■ ft We support the Palestinian people teal- 
tong their legitimate political rights in a 
wntext that assures Israel's security. This 
' jWnistradon has launched a procei 


a. ] am very concerned that the policies a g ( 
of Saddam Hussein, including hi^ tare in , 
m comely with relevant UN bounty m 
Council resolutions, entails coning * 

hardship for the Iraqi people- l am F^‘ re 
larly concerned by the internal cmbiu-gocs ^ 
which the current regime has applied to b , 
northern Iraq and areas of tire south which C1 
are designed to deprive civilian popula- h( 
tfotsoT food, medicine, fuel, and other cs- p 

^Thccurrent United Nations smredonsdo 
not preclude shipments off^^m^i- s 
cine to Iraq. Moreover, the UN becuniy c 
council 1ms adopted resolutions 706 and t 
712 which provide mechanisms by which ( 
the Iraqi government con export oil reJ ■ 

nance additional humanitarian purchnMS. , 

To-date, live Iraqi government has refused , 

to accept these resolutions. < 

1 believe that there is now gmtfmg Uis 
sent in Iraq, and the Iraq. W* » “"J 
of Saddam Hussein. ^ 
ihp diversion of needed food and meuj 
dne to die Republican Guard and ihc> nil- 
inti elite. Together with our coalition port 
ners wc wSl keep the pressure on ihc 
reoime until a new leadership emerge . 
one that stands ready to live in peace with 

its people and its neighbors. 

0 . no you support lifting the ban on 
travel°to Lebanon and the reopening of 
the United States Consulate there. 

ssafflSfa.-s 


Q: Do you support Syrin's efforts to ne- ^ 
gotbue the restoration of her national Sj 
borders by ending Israel's occupation 
of the Golan Heights? c, 

ii 

A: One of my proudest achievements as g 
president is helping launch the Middle n 
East peace talks aimed at a comprehcn- ]• 
sivc peace. After more than 40 years, Syr- a 
ia and Israel are silling across the table t 
from each other and talking. Secretary ot 
State James Baker and 1 worked long and | 
hard to achieve this historic breakthrough, i 
and we will continue to act as a catalyst 
and honest brokers in moving the talks ; 
forward. Wc believe that peace in this re¬ 
gion should be based on United Nations 
Security Council resolutions 242 and 338 
and the principle of territory for pence. 

O* Would you support an Increase In 
aid for poorer Arab countries, even ir 
this meant a decrease in aid to Israel? 

A- This administration supports the devel¬ 
opment of economic cooperation among 
the countries of the Middle East on the ba¬ 
sis of liberal policies designed to encour¬ 
age the repatriation of capital, increased 
investment, and the removal of bmn.to 
trade. While the United Stales is willing 
! to help the less developed Arab countries, 

■ regional solutions are needed. 1 believe 
* that such policies should be **ompanied 

5 by comprehensive long-term effam to m- 

1 crease stability for the Middle East I am 
" hopeful that the multilateral phase of the 
’ peace process con facilitate this aim. 

0 O: What steps would you take lo en- 
>' sure that Israel, like other US allies. Ibe- 
y rnmes a sicnatory to the 1968 I reaty on 
ltl the Non-Proliferation or Nuclear Wenp- 
? ons? 


BOUWP-UP 

Security Council Resolution 242 is clear 
and meant Israeli withdrawal. No regional 
cooperation can be achieved except with¬ 
in a just and comprehensive peace, the 
King said. The Kfng will begin a gur 
next week which includes visits ro Ice 
Lind, Canada; the United Slates, France 
and Germany for talks on regional and m- 
temadonal issues and bilateral relations. 

RIYADH— King Fahd Ibn Abdel JAziz 
of Saudi Arabia has announced that a 
Shura Council will be set up tar the oil- 
rich kingdom comprising 60 appointed 
members. The creation of the council 
marks the first step by the Al Saud dynas¬ 
ty toward sharing power with the people. 
The 40-article decree is the closest dung 
to a constitution for the kingdom since ns 
inception. Council members will be ap¬ 
pointed by the king. 

WASHINGTON— No progress has 
been achieved in the Arab-Isracli peace 
negotiations which reopened mW^mng- 
ion Monday. The talks reportedly’reached 
a deadlock on the viral issue or exebang- 
inn land for peace. The Arab parties hint* 

l eo that Washington should intervene in 

> 1 order to save the stalemated talks. 


i Israel's security. This 

launched a process de- 

_i_t.. n » 


■■TWiogra, mciuoing me rsuesuiiKm*- 
w»ve that such a peape should be based 
i ®'United Nations security Council reso- 
242 and 338 and the principle of 
r ®mtory for peace. • 

IrjjDo y OU support the lifting of Inter- 
JJttonal sanctions Imposed cm , 
ta abb-military goorlsln °Tr e T^° 

r.atew. Kssntial Imrwirta to BtlevUtC 


SBitsi 

j^ass?s 

when ft is safe to do so* 

Q: Do you support additional aW l° 
Lebanon? 


A'.US support for universal adherence to , 

die Treaty on the , 

clear Weapons is well csiablishcd.Consia 

tent with this aim, in the °[ 

victory in the Gulf War I launched a com- 
orehcnslve arms control miuabve dc- 
siimcd to address the proliferation chal- 
lcnac in the volatile Middle East region. 

sasf-rSSS 

SaKtKtBSJ 

ph^ of die Middle Em peace pracess. 

n. vyhat action would you take to en¬ 
tree United Nations Resolution 425 

SSL fir Israel's J mroed,ate wi,h ‘ 1 

drawal from Lebanon? 

A: The current bilateral 

i B&SSZtSSZ 

! SSfyssrss 

j 'XXm Israel must be assured. 


CAIRO-RIVADH- EgypliOTCoi™, 
nist Anta Mansour has said Egypt and 

Saudi Arabia had refused to partjcipare in 

a US plan to topple Iraqi President Sad¬ 
dam Hussein. In an articlenewspa¬ 
per Al-Ahram t Mansour said Egypt and 
Eaudi Arabia agreed not to take part in 
any military operation against Iraq or Lib¬ 
ya. 

BEIRUT— A Lebanese Ministerial 
source predicted that discussions will re- 
su^lweenUbancse and hMb« 
officials within two weeks about the civil 
and social rights of Palestinians in Leba¬ 
non. 


UNITED NATIONS— Iraq has rejected 
UN clans for Ihe destruction of its ballis¬ 
tic missile production facilities, 
lina itself on a collision coutsc with the 
United Slates and other Secunty Council 
members. But a high-Jcvcl Iraqi dclega- 
tinn is exDCCted to arrive in New Tone 
next weelfro pul Iraq's case before ihe 
council. 

RTnrKHOLM— Sweden has turned 
down a request from Libya to host atnal 
aflainst tw> Libyan nationals accused of 
„ tit** Am nbme over Scot- 


A . Ar „ n on.dtizen visitors and perma- 
ttons that apply CltizenS * 


ft* 199 3 .fpropoS*d» 


BUl ^ m , ay 

. nieme LOUTU nowy*^i_xortin,l«r 


fefisKfMawas 

the two men. 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 23 p^- 
killed after an East Jerusa- 
Fpm Arab coffee 1 shop caved in under the 

weight of a snow-saturated cemetra^. In 

wounded^25 oihers in the occupied Gaza 
Sed fra IWO months the closure of Btr 

si. u isai?s3*» 

erate. 


iEB&a&SR 
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Iraqis under sanctions still enjoy 

the Ramadan spirit 
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RAMADAN 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to The Star 

With the advent or the Holy 
month of Ramadan, Islamic 
countries are taking their tradi¬ 
tional steps in preparing Tor this 
fast Iraq, under normal condi¬ 
tions, shares many things in 
common with Jordanians tradi¬ 
tions during Ramadan. Nidal Lu- 
wayis, wife of the Iraqi ambassa¬ 
dor to Jordan, explained the 
order of events. 

During the day people go to 
their work, and return home 
around two o'clock in the after¬ 
noon, After a short nap it is time 
to break, the fast. Some Iraqi 
Muslims break their fast with a 
dish of dates, which they consid- 
. er to be in accordance with the 
Sunnet, while others , have' soup 
immediately. '■ 

"Iraqis usually eat dates, fol¬ 
lowed by soup arid then grijicd 
meal and fried items ’such as 
kubbeh ,■* she explained. Meat, • 
She said, is a must for an Iraqi — 
he eats' it three limes a day, and 
when he is fasting he eats it for 
. the Suhur. (the meal before suri- 
nse), in stead of for break fasu • 

■ Iraqi cuisine during Ramadan 

is characterized by a lot of varie¬ 
ty in meats, ride and sweets. 
Tashriba , similar to our faueh, is 
also eaten. It is bread saturated 
with chicken or beef stock tod 
covered with the meat of yoi£ 
.choice, . • 

; Sweets: follow, and although • 
,qalayef ard served, they arp npi 
part or ihe 'did^menu, for Iraqis • 
Prefer baqlawb (puffpastry with 

■ honey, almonds jar pistachios)/ 

zalabiyah, and custards such as' 
muhalabiyah. / - r , ,. / , . .■ 

Dried apricotjuiefi qefmarefi, 
dm, spelt ris that:served fo Jpri ■ 
dan, is presen led ,widi. ih e meal. " 

• • ; .i!' / v 


“I In addition, nugu, 
**] dried peach juice, par- 
-.v.I ticulor to Iraq, is also 
served. 

"Breaking the fast 
means that all mem¬ 
bers of the family are 
sitting together as one 
for one month. They 
have equally endured 
the fast, even children 
as young as eight years 
old. There is a beauti¬ 
ful feeling to Rama- 
dun," said Mrs Luway- 
is. "Even those who 
arc not fasting have to 
sit with the family dur¬ 
ing this meal." 

Socializing comes at 
night, where visits arc 
made and Lhc young 
play games together. 
One of the old Iraqi 
traditions was muha- 
blSy where young men 
from various areas 
compete with each oili¬ 
er to try and get the 
mahbas (a wedding 
ring) from the team, 
hiding it. The winning 
team would distribute 
oaqlawa to everyone. 
Television used to 

-u be broadcasted until 

the wee hours of the 
morning, but Mrs Luwayis said 
that some traditions are dying 
out, for the Iran-Iraq war and the 
Gulf war have had a drastic ef¬ 
fect on her country. Instead of 
meat, which is current]y sold as 
souring prices, the Iraqi has la 
make do with vegetables. Mrs 
Luwayis said lhaL this was unac- 




rt:/. 


Iraqi ambassador Mr Nuri Luwayis and his wife Nidal 


ccptable for an Iraqi in the past, 
but sometimes conditions en¬ 
force certain things on one. 

Another tradition which has 
died out in the large Iraqi cities 
is the last call for eating which 
was undertaken by the Musaha- 
raii before sun rise. 

On the first day of the feast of 
‘Eid, which heralds the end of 
the Holy month, Iraqis visit their 
families and on the second day 
their friends. However, if there 
has been a recent death in the 
family and this is the first feast 
for the deceased, then relatives 
have to open their house to re¬ 
ceive condolences. The dead are 
also visited on the morning of 
the feast. 

One famous Iraqi dish which 
has gained international esteem 
is rice kubbeh. To make it. you 


will need: 

4 cups of rice (preferably Ira¬ 
qi *anbar rice) 
i kilo of meat (lamb) 

1 onion 

a bunch of parsley 
oil, salt, black pepper and 
herbs 

Method: After boiling the rice 
and waiting for iL to dry, knead it 
into the shape of balls. Some 
prefer to add saffron to give it □ 
yellowish color. Then, make a 
hollow well in each ball the size 
of a small lemon, as you would 
kubbeh. Stuff the rice with the 
meat, which has been fried with 
the onion, parsley, oil and spic¬ 
es. Fry immediately if it is going 
to be served the same day, or 
freeze for storage and then fry 
before serving. ■ 


Around the world with 
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Ramadan quiz PARKER 
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swers: j 
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Questions/Week 1: 

Xdcmol W ° Uld y ° U ^ the Rua P ehu 

2- Does water go down the drain clockwise or 
anti-clockwise in the southern hemisphere? 

3- How many of the world’s 25 highest 
mountains are in the Himalayas? 

fi Which country despite vast deserts and a , 

msfory of caravan routes importshoth sand 
and camels? 


Win Weekly Prizes!! 

I -<>ur lucky winners every week will receive a Vector 
Roller/Bullpeii set from Parker. 

.««</ will he Cliyl.le for the end of Ramadan draw 
I isrt Prize: Silver plated IVn/ltallpen set 
Second Prize; Silver plated Ballpen. 



Fasting: 

A means 
to an end 

By Ahmad Al-Anani 

TO FAST is to be pious and 
God-fearing. Us message is spin- 
tunl ennoblement and moral up¬ 
grading. The Quranic text d£ 
creeing Ramadan fasting 
includes the following points:— 
Firstly, as in previous rclig- 
>ons, fasting was decreed upon 
Muslims. 

Secondly, that by fasting it is 
hoped that Muslims may accrue 
piety. 

Thirdly, that the sick, the old- 
aged, women suffering from 
pregnancy and with post-birth 
commitments such as feeding 
and bread-winners with an obli¬ 
gation to hard work shall be li¬ 
censed to break their fasting, but 
shall have to fast in situations of 
good health anytime during the 
year. 

The fourth point is that those 
suffering from chronic ailments 
or old-age and feebleness shall 
be allowed to extend alms in ac¬ 
cordance with a set system for 
poorer folks, instead of having to 
fust. 

Fifth and finally, the Quran 
says that as Ramadan was the 
occasion of the first revelation of 
the Quran, it shall be the month 
of devotion to Quranic recitals, 
to extra-ordinary night prayers, 
extended alms-giving and good 
deeds of all kinds. 

As fasting in Ramadan is one 
of the five principal pillars of the 
Islamic faith, great respect is lent 
to unanimous fasting and Quran¬ 
ic rccitnls and explanations. Fail¬ 
ure to observe the month’s sanc¬ 
tity is viewed with deep 
denunciation and disdain. 

To carry on with this excep¬ 
tional season of continued dawn- 
dusk fasting, and of exceptional 
nocturnal Taraweeh prayers, 
there is the inevitable pressme 
on man's tongue, so as to con¬ 
form with the serious message 
and atmosphere of the holy 
month. , • 

Muslims in various countries 
have created ways of light enter' 
tainmeni exercised in Ramadan, 
so that they ease the tensely-; 
serious atmosphere of the • 
month. , •: 

There can be no doubt tnqj i 
fasting creates a psychological, 
atmosphere for noble reflections. 
Prominent among these ■ WJ {• 
practical feeling of how it * 
when one Is hungry and has no : 
access to food. Consequently.' 
aid by various methods (in to™ 
tod money) rises to a pitch „■ 
exceeds the charities of tw. 
whole year round. Muslims am-, 
called upon to double their assis/ 
tance to poor folks, especially 
those that refrain from comp |ain ’ 
ing against their adversities. : 

Ramadan leaves a deep Jr 
pression. on the intellectual m , 
of Muslims. The extensive fljfl 
repealed recitals of the holy 
of the Quran encourage^ 
emergence of unified icnjuj T 
gy and identical styles of 

-Hence comes the fast that tg v 
emergence of the Ramadan c 1 , 
cent is annually expected w. . .. 
rising emotions. ■ . 



Peintre Slovene au Centre 
culturel franqais 
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Polio 

Le ministre de la Sante 
monte au creneau 

Arcf A1 Bataineh a lanc£ une campagne nationale pour lutter contre la 
polio. Objectif: vacciner 600.000 enfants en deux semaines. Les con- 
seils du ministre. Et ses projets. Interview 

Wmirdaln: Beaucoup de Jor- ~ ___ 

likns cfcdent ft la panlque? 

tarez-Yous les r assurer? I 

ArefAl Bataineh: "Ils nedoi- t; r 

en pas paniquer. La Polio se t ; 

stoifeste de manidre limitdc. j . J. 

Sws contrfilons la situation. 
hi avons entamd unc action ft| 
cacc, les ddpnrtemcnts con- jgf 

n4s travaillcnt question, H f 

experts de rOrgnnisnlion 
adiale de la Sanid(OMS) cl HH 
du iB 

control"(CDC) nous upper- !B 
v leur aide. Ccs dcjuipcs, qui ^ 

Wuiiexcellent travail, ossurent 1 ^ 

Hfcurild dc nos enfants. Jus- * 

P mainicnani, 39 cas ont did . 

'pflds dont sculcmcnt _ 

^ confirmds. Molhcurcuse- ■' 

JMi deux enfants sont morts. 

Ijautres cas attlrcni I'aUcntion I • ' 

tem^decins, mais rien n'est sflr Aref Al Bataineh, chef d orchestre de la a 

Uf le moment. Nous scrons pagne antbpollo 

nfidansquelques jours. Quant , , . . „ miin 

S [rtis demieres personnes LJs Tout esl parti de la vallde s'occupe de echemmem 
tol^tal de santb suscltail des du Jourdain. Le reste de la Mais cest ic Jord ?" 
Rogations, il a 6td prouvd Jordanie est-U louchd? Club" qm finance une bonne pa 

S-* s'aglssait pas de Polio. A.A.B: "A peu prfes deux-tiers Ue de la ^pgne. U monta 
^aBeurs, elles sont en phase dc dcs cas ont did recensds dans la total d une telle in l u f u J® 
^ence. Vallde du Jourdain. Mais nous 230.000 J.D. A part te^ Rotary 

; Vvoudrais ajouter que noire agissons. Dcs dquipes spdciales I’Organisation mo 1 ™ 
marche & merveiile. et mobiles ont proc Jdd & une ore- Samd f PP 0 ^,^ 
dernier, dans la soirde, mifere vague de vaccination a la financier. Quant ^ gouern 
des enfants avaienl ddih mi-janvicr. Dans une semaine, menl jordamen^^it apoi k m 
gvacclnds. ' Aprbsla nodsauronsfini ladeuxibrnc". ment ddpensd 75 ^K?“ 

J.de U campagne, les portes eettc campagne. Mais ce ri 

Wpitaux resteront grandes LJ; Pourquoi avoir lancd une qu'une avance. Nous ne conna 



LJj Tout esl parti de la vallde 
du Jourdain. Le reste de la 
Jordanie est-il louchd? 

A.A.B: "A peu prds deux-tiers 
dcs cas ont dtd recensds dans la 
Vallde du Jourdain. Mais nous 


■SfjJ, Peut-oo parler 

^mie? Le mot est-il trap 


*Ce n'est pas une dpid- 
nous avons & faire h une 
■jjwwation limitde de la maia- 
jJ5“ « vu le jour en Vallde du 
J® ne vois aucunc rai- 
8 alarmer. Ce type de 
jjjjp&neise produil dans tous 
solent ddveloppds • 
^ vrile dc ddveloppcment 
navons pas peur d'une 
. propagation de la 


US 0 * 1 - A uavers: cette cam- 

^ ^ ous nolre 
E 3 ®*; ■ ; du . mbins nous 
Wins; ffous suivons les rap- 
diffdrents Centres c'n 
tnais vpus verrez. cqla 
prendre beaucoup de 

■'Tr-.-vJ. • • 


midre vague de vaccuiauon a ia 
mi-janvicr. Dans une semaine, 
nous aurons fini la deuxidme". 

LJs Pourquoi avoir lanc£ une 
telle campagne? Pourquoi vac¬ 
ciner une deuxldme fols des en¬ 
fants qui ont d4j& dtd Immuni- 
sds? 

A.A.B: "Nous le faisons dans 
des circonslances particulldres, 
com me ceue manifestation Iimj- 
tde de la Polio. II est essenliel de 
, vacciner k nouveau les enfants 
de moins.de cinq ans, juste pour 
dire sflrs que toute prolifdrauon 
va dire stoppde. De plus, cpla 
correspond aux recommanda- 
tions des ddpariements du mm- 
istdre de la Spnld, de TOMS ct 
du CDCj Des dquipes dmanant 

de ces organisations sont tou- 

jqurs prdsentes, • ellcs suivenl 
Evolution de Ip situation avec 
, Anitotl Dcs experts Ipcaux ua- 
viilleriiiur la question". 

LJ: D’oii vitnnentles vacclns? 
A.A.B: "Cest ItJNICEF qui 


s'occupc de leur acheminemenL 
Mais c'esl le "Jordan Rotary 
Club" qui finance une bonne par- 
lie de la campagne. Le montant 
total d'une telle initiative esl de 
230.000 J.D. A part le "Rotary , 
l'Organisation mondiale de la 
San id apporte aussi son concours 
financier. Quant au gouverne- 
ment jordanien, il a pour ^ mo¬ 
ment ddpensd 75.000 J.D dans 
ceue campagne. Mais ce nest 
qu'une avance. Nous ne conna Is- 
sons pas encore le montant de la 
factum finale. Mais nous aimeri- 
ons bien recevoir de I'aide de la 
part d'organlsations intemauon- 
ales". 

L J: Lesquelles? 

A.A.B: "N'importe quelle or¬ 
ganisation de bienfaisance. Pour¬ 
quoi pas la Croix Rouge I 
frangaise?" 

L.J: Une rumeur court, selon 
laquelle les prdeddentes vagues 
de vaccinations n'auraient pas 
*td efficaces? 

A A B: "II y a beaucoup de ru- 
meurs infonddes qui ne reposent 
sur aucune base de vdrite. Je 
peux vous assurer que les vac- 
.'cins qui ont prdcddemmeni etc 
utilisds dtaient d'tme eflicacitd la 


Suite ft la page 12 


■ L'OLP a ddclard dimanche ft Tunis que la responsabllitd 
du mouvement extrdmiste is rad lien kakh "n'est pas ft ex- 
clure" dans l'accident dfi ft l’effondrement du toil d un cafe 
de Jerusalem-Est. Bilan: 23 morts et 22 blessds. 


_ ■f'lX- * ■ .- 1 ———**‘-L*-**^*iMiii—*— 


DETTE - Les principaux Etats crdanciers du Club de Pans ont 
dficidd, vendredi dernier, leridchelonncment de ladcltejoida- 
nienne cl des scs Intfirdts dus pour la pdnode l?91.93. Dans 
une ddclaralion & L'agencc Pdtra, Ziad Fariz, ministre du Plan, 
que reprdsentants des 14 Buis ont rondu h«n- 
mage aux efforts de la Jordanie pour faire face aux effete la 
cri^ du Golfe". La deite extdrieure de la Jordanie est estirnde 
h 7 milliards de dollars, dont 5,5 sont dus au Club de Pans el 
1,5 au club de Londres. 

PRET - Le royaume est en posse d'obtenir un prdL de 20 mo¬ 
tions de dollars des Etats-Ums, en vue dacherer HSOT 
tonnes de viande ft des foumisseurs amdncains. L accordadid 
signfi lundi par le ministre des Finances par Imftrim. 
rim al Kabariti et 1 'Ambassadeur des Etats-Unis en Jordanie, 

Roger Harrison. 

VOYAGE • Le roi Hussein entame la semaine prochaine un 
VOY aae ft I'diranger, dont les principales Stapes J® 1 ® 11 
France. I'Allemagne, les Etats-Unls, le Canada, et 1 Island*. Le 
roTJa rencontrer les dirlgeams des ces pays Au centre des dis¬ 
cussions: les relations bilatdrales et blen sflr, le processus de 

paix au moyen-orient. 

■ NEIGE - 20 millions de JD1 Telle esl la premi&re estimation 
Sle des d?gats causds par la neipe cet hiver en Jordarue. 
Le minisifere des Lravaux publics aurait besom de 11 ft 14 mil 
lions de JD pour Sparer et reconstruire les routes du royaume 
uTl^oK miSre de l'Energie pour rdlabHr leshgnes 
dlwtriques endommagdes sont dvaluds ft 2 mdlioi^ de JO. 
Ces estimations ne comprennenl pas encore les perns dans 
I'flffriculuire et l'industrie. Dans les jours qui viennenL, La fac- 
J dcs cinq orages consdeutifs qui ont louchd cet hiver ia Jor¬ 
danie risque d'augmenter senstblcmcni. 

ponfsJTTFRR - Un nouveau poSte-fronlidre a dtd inaugurd dj- 
IZuJl ^dbil Via Fro7ti&re irako-jordanienne, unique vote 

SHHSSSS 

termlnd, environ 14.000 hectares. • 











































Suite dc la page 11 
plus lotalc. 

Dcs test om dtd faits cn labora- 
toirc. 88% d'cfficacitd pour dcs 
vaccins, c'est un chiffre qui est 
inicmauonalemciu rcconnu. 
C’est un des pourcentages Ics 
plus dle-vds dans 1c mondc. Je le 
rdp&lc, ces rumours ne sont pas 
coircctcs. 

Maintcnant, il cst vrai que cer¬ 
tains enfanis avaient dtd vaccinds 
dc inani&re incomplete, ou 
mfeme pas du taut. Dans cc cas, 
le risque dc Polio csl 8 fois plus 
dlcvd que pour Ics auircs qui om 
6i6 nonnalemem vaccinds. Ccla 
a did confirmd par dcs dtudes dc 
I’OMS ct du CDC". 

L.J: La vnccinution est-elle 
une obligatoire en Jordan ie? 

A.A.B: "Jusqu'A mainienam 
c'dtait ouvert fl tout le mondc. Lc 
minisi&rc de la Sanid a toujours 
fail en sortc que Ics hOpilaux 
soicnl foumis. En 1990, 92% de 
nos enfanis ont duS vaccinds avec 
Ics doses indiqudcs. Mainienam, 
nous atlons cn fairc unc loi. 
Nous nous appritons & fairc unc 
proposition au gouvcmcmcnt. 
Tout comme 1'dcoTe, la vaccina¬ 
tion sera obligatoire. Ce sera lc 
cas pour la Polio, mais aussi 
pour lc "triple vaccin", qui com- 
prend la diphldrie, le id la nos ct la 
coqucluche, mais aussi pour la 
rougcole". 

LJ: Deux enfants marts, c'est 
toujours deux de trap, bien 
stir? 

A.A.B: "...Des enfanis meur- 
ent aussi de la grippe. C'est arri¬ 
ve cn Anglcterre il y a quelqucs 
anndes...". 

L.J; Votre verdict vis-fl-vls de 
la campagne jordanienne? 

A.A.B; "Nous sommes satls- 
faits dcs actions mendes par le 
minist&re ct scs dqulpcs. Nous 
sommes contents du rctour que 
nous avons eu de la pan dcs Jor- 
daniens. El nous rcmereions les 
medias cl tous ccux qui nous ont 
aidd pour mcncr k bien celte 
campagne". ■ 

Propos recueilllis par 
■ Francis Mazoyer 


Dr Fathieh Saudi: 

'Rendons la vaccination 
pour la polio obligatoire' 

La prSsidente de l'Association mddicale jordano-frangaise se fdlicite de 
la "responsabilit£ collective" des Jordaniens 

"UNE vaccination coflic 25 k 30 “ ---- 

piastres, cc n'est ricn a cfltd du 

prix de- la maladie" affirme lc JM PMHBL 

docteur Fathieh Saudi, pddiatre, • 

prdsideme dc l 1 Association mddi- ■BlidlSiffi'W 

calc jordano- franga ise. Ccue - ' Wa aBfeSMlteW • 

dip lorn 6c de I'Uni versiu* dc Paris ' ' ' ¥ 

5 cn a vu dc ionics les couleuis. 1: 

En trois jours, unc cinquanutine 
<f enfants om ddfild dans son cab- 

inct dc Shmcisani, juste cn face A 

dc I'ESCWA. ^ 

Ayam (a demitre tempdte de 

neige, une mdre, effrayde par . B<ft^j 

tom dc publicitd autour de la po- - ^B 

lio conlie au docicur Saudi un •» HB j j- 

enfant de moms de 25 jours. • ^B> , ^ 

"D’autres voulaicnl venir pen- ’ : h ;.. ■ .■/ 

dant le mauvais temps, alors que * 1 ’ ’ ■ B^^BM 

les routes diaicnt bloqudes!" Docteur Saudi: "La patiique? Une reaction normale" 
selonne Fathieh Saudi. Mouve- 

ment de panique. "C'est une |e temp de fobc dcs dtudes dpi- dans la vailde du Jourdain Les 
rdacuon normale, affirme lc doc- ddmiofogiques, d’apporter la vaccins se conservcnl entre +2 m 
teur Ics families ne veulent pas P«uve quil s'agit vraiment dc la +8 degrfls °le^rieo do?? done 
voir leurs enfanis louchds par la polio, de prendre les decisions avoir wiihermnrE. 225, d0n ° 
maladie Ccla menu* aussi que ppliUques consumes. Au "si STtaSSSdSK 
la population rfagii bien dans dW en comaci avec oes ST eTiStod^™ 
CCS circonstancesJesJordaniens l'Organisation mondiale de la ventddfnvnnV^ P ^eL^ni 

nSttoS'-.Ci^ mSadle mu^hc"^ ^ioritd 

sssts.-** SWAssrz sStSsSS 
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Docteur Saudi: "La panique? Une reaction normale" 


Ou est la faille? 

Dfes le ddbut fdvrier, le docteur 
Saudi, el d'autres mddecins dlai- 
cm ddjfl au couram de quelques 
cas. Tout commence dans la val- 
16e du Jourdain: "Ce sont dcs re¬ 
gions ofl les conditions d'hygi&ne 
sont plus mauvaises que dans les 
villes. La chaleur cl I'humiditd 
sont aussi deux facteurs qui fa- 
vorisent I'implaniation dc la mal- 
adie". Les auloritds ont mis envi¬ 
ron un mois avant de lancer lcur 
campagne nations lc. Pour Fa- 
ihieh Saudi* ce ddlai . scmble 
loui a fait accepmble. Un mois: 


le temp de faire des dtudes dpi- 
ddmiologiques, d'apporter la 
preuve qu'il s'agit vraiment de la 
polio, de prendre les ddcisions 
poliliques consdquentes. Aussi 
d'cntrcr en comaci avee 
1'Organisalion mondiale dc la 
Sanid, d'acheminer Ics vaccins... 
"Une telle campagne, c'est un af- 
folement gdndrai, nous devons 
Stre pidts k rdpondre tout de 
suite a la demandc". 

La Jordanie peul revendiquer 
la plus haute couverture vacci- 
nale dc tous les pays arabes: en¬ 
viron 95% dc la population. Les 
rdccnls dvdnemenls paraissent 
d'autant plus inaltondus. Ques¬ 
tion indvilable: ofl est !a faille? 
Pourquoi une telle manifestation 
de la polio en Jordanie? "La vac¬ 
cination n'empfiche pas un ddbui 
d'dpiddmie, ccla ddpend de plu- 
sicurs facteurs. Dcs conditions 
dhygidne ddfaillantcs, ou une 
cholnc du froid non respeetde 
peuvent dire k 1'origine du 
probl&me. En plus, ce n'est pas 
evident de !a maintenir, surtout 


dans la vallde du Jourdain. Les 
vaccins se conservcnt entre +2 el 
+8 degrds, le frigo doit done 
avoir un thermomdtre mais aussi 
un indicator dc coulcur". Dans 
ccs rdgions. Ip populations sou- 
vent ddfavorisdes, rcprdscntcnt 
des cibles facilcs pour la Polio. 

La maladie louche cn prioritd 
les enfants de moins dc cinq ans. 
Par pidcaution le ministers de la 
Sanid a ddcidd de refairc leurs 
vaccins. "La maladie se ddclare 
deux fois plus souvent chez les 

r ons que chez les filles". Et 
plus grands? "Les adoles¬ 
cents ct les adultcs peuvent dire 
louchds parcc qu'ils ometicni de 
cominucr la chamc dc la vacci¬ 
nation". 

Pour lc docteur Saudi, les Jor¬ 
daniens ont prls concscicnce de 
la gravitd d un tel plidnombnc. 
Cost le moment dc rcndrc la 
vaccination obligatoire, jo veux 
d re d’en fairc unc loi. Pour nc 
plus sc rdvciller un matin avee 
un affolement de cc typo IS". ■ 
F.M, 


A vos marques... 

_ Les cles du Ramadan 

La penode de jeflne de 30 jours commence • Mode d'emploi 


Ramadan, c'est lo mois sacri 
pour les musulmans. C'est ie 
mois de la pridre i du rccuellle- 
ment et surtout du jeflne. Au fil 
deg anndes, Ie Ramadan a tissd 
ses habitudes, ses rites et ses ca- 
ractfenes. 

Au ddbut de la semaino, le Pre¬ 
mier mfnistre, Zeid ben Shaker a 
publid un comm uni qud officiel 
annongaht les nouveaux horaires 
de travail dans lesdtablisscments 
publics: de 9h30 le matin: au 
JiQU de 8hQ0, jusqu'h 14h00.' 
.Pour les Tonctlonnaires, mais 
aussi pour la majoritd du peuple, 
la joumde commence lard,- et 
souvent, se lermine assez Lflt, 
ajn.de pouvolr prdparer le re pas 
dEI-Iftdr. Celui-ci a. lieu vers 
six heures moins le quart le soir. 
Et ce aprds une longiie joumde 
dejeflne, 

En fait, touies Jes habitudes dc 
la vie quotfdienties sopt boule- 
yersdes. Cette annde, les con- 1 
signes du Premier ministre sont 
strictes: tout le monde doit 
s'absienir de manger, de boire ou 


de fumer. Mdme si 'Ton ne fait 
pas Ramadan". Bien sQr, k 
1 exception du soir, les restau¬ 
rants sont fermds. Les magosins 
qui vendent de 1'alcooi doivent 
s abstenir pendant un mois. 

Menu du soir 

A 1‘origihe, Ramadan, c'esL Ie 
mois ofl le Coran ‘est '‘descendu" 
en presence du pnophfcte Ma- 
homet(Sic). Au coins de .cette 
penode, il fqut dompter l'ftme et 
1 habiuier aux sacrifices. H 
nempdche, parmis les figures du 
Ramadan, les plats se irouvent 
en bonne place. Qiiamar el-dine, 
sorte de pate d'abricOt, est une de 
ces spdcialitds- ..On la dissout 
dans teau et on boit le tout ail 
cours de "llftar". Les dalles se 
mangent juste aprfls la prifere du 
s 01 ^* - i-® 'KataJf est .un gflteau 
quo Ion trouve tous les soot stir 
la lablq de/'llftar 11 . C'est une 
sorte de petite cr&pe founde au 
fromage, aux noix oil k la crSme. 
Peu avant TIftar", tout le monde 
senerve. Les voitures, les gens'. 


aux arrets de bus. Objectif: ren- 
irer chez soi pour profiler du 

VB^«ilfn Vi i 1<8i< de b j oum<e - 
vers l onOO, les rues sont vides. 

C est Ie calme plat. Tous les Jor- 
daruens attendent le cri du muez- 
zin pour pouvoir manger. C'est 
nieiire du renas traditionnel. oc¬ 
casion privildgide pour se retro- 
uver en famille. 

Vers 20h30, les rues retken- 
nent yie, les gens sortenL' les 
magasins rouvrenL Les soirdes 
seprolongent jusque tard dans la 
Ies plus pantouflards, 
ta tdldvision rajlonge ses pro¬ 
grammes. 

ApAs "I'lftar" l e "Souhour" 
wrive, vets 4h°6 du matin. Le 
jeyeil est difficile. Un joueur de 
tambour, le, ■ moussahaIali ,, ; 
Vlenl de passer dansJeTroS en 
scandant des sloths rellgieux. 

•? heure, il ^agn ^ 
s approvisionner avant lalonaue 
joumde duieOi», Un© joumdede 
pnfere et de recueillemenL Les 
musulmans yom vivre k ce ryfh- 
me ; pendanttrentejours,' 7 

Splelman Sweiss 
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I POURQUOI navons-nous 
pas encore dc femme-juK 
cn Jordanie? D'aprts c«- 
lams jurisLcs, aucune loi 
n intcrdit k la femme jorda- 
menne de devenir magis- 

trat. "Mais ce n'est pas dans 
n , os habitudes' 

s empressent-t-ils d'ajouter. 

En chcrcham un peu, j'ai 
appris qu'il y a dix ans, une 
avocate avail essayd de dfi. 
poser sa candidature. EDe 
s'est hcurtdeflunmur.Aui! 
ydto de la pan de^ 
'Testablishmenr judicial^. 
En aoflt 1990, unc femme 
fonctionnaire voulait 
s'inscrirc an concotus 
d'admission de I'lnstilui des 
juges. Elle a rdussi brillam- 
mem. Mais elle n'est pas en¬ 
core parvenue k franchir la 
porte de l'lnstiiuL 
Selon certains experts, 
une femme-juge dispose de 
certaines qualitds, utiles 
pour dvaluer dcs cas parti¬ 
culars. Dcs affaires rela¬ 
tives k la matemitd, au di¬ 
vorce, au statul de la femme 
cn gdndrai. Malheureuse- 
ment, la magistralure n'est 
pas le seul sccteur qui re*; 
fuse scs droits k la femme 
jordanienne. 

Scion la Charia, une 
femme nc peut toujours pas 
quitter lc lerriloire national 
sans l'nulorisation dcrite de' 
son tutcur.Lc pdre, le man,. 
lc frflre... "Lc soul response 
blc rcconnu dons lc couple ; 
cst rhomme” dit-on. 

Numdriqucmcnl, 1« 
femmes rcprdscntenl la 
moitid dc notre socidtd, ; 
C'est loin d'etre le cas dans ] 
lo vie dconomique, Lesj 
femmes? Cc sont seulement j 
15% dcs forces actives. 
Pire, en 89, aucune femme | 
n'a did dlue k la chambre.j 
des ddpulds. Autre mauvais; 
souvenir: en 1984, la pre- ■ 
midre ct el la seule femint 
qui ait jamais osd se pm- ■ 
senter aux dlections muntci- ■ 
pales a essuyd un dchec r?- 
lentissant. Plus dtonnant 
encore: les aulres femmes, 
ont montrd une farouche., 
opposition h son accession 
au poste de premier magu". 
trat d'une ville. •: 

Par ailleurs, et comme 
pour alourdir la llslfi des « 
sences, aucune femme n* 
encore dtd dlue & la P r “j' .: 
dence d'un syndicat ouvner -i 
ou d'une association proles* 
sionnolle, A quelquw ex¬ 
ceptions prfcs, la P^S 1 
fdminine ne fait pas bon. 
manage avec les instances 

reprdsentauves(Sdnat, 

istdres). ., 

Pourquoi? A qui I* '- 

Comment amdliorer 1® 
ut des personnes du 
fdmlninf Autant de , 

Uons qui devront to r 
ate. .19 8 mars p^; 
Sans rdponses concluajwj 
c© ne sera pas vraiment*- 
joumde Internationale OTS 

femme;! 






IE . Trois mem- 
.fi'organisation "Hez- 
J, ont dtd condamnds 
Hi la peine■ capitate 
w la idpon de Tlcmccn. 
m la premidre fois que 
Idles sentences sont nro- 

Lgs depuis le 19 fevri- 

ff (tee de ddclarauon de 
sa dt siige dans lc pays, 
lasjutres membres ont 
Mamdamnds h dcs pemes 
de 10 k 20 ans de 

jLGERIE DIS - Plus de 
elk dtudlants imerpcllds 
Ws le ddbut du mouve- 
Si de protestation isla- 
& dans les univcrsitds 
Miiennes! Trois cent sc- 
ort mrinienus cn ddten- 
jaCeschiffressont avan- 
dt far des membres du 
Ibivemenl univcrsllairc 
nf lc respect du choix 
piulaire (MUDCP). 

EG1N - Le chef hisio- 
lipi de la droitc israd- 
£b, victime d'une crisc 
oijque, a dtd hospiutlisd 
Brdi matin dons un dui- 
fesemenl de Tel Aviv. 
Mem Begin, 78 ans 
fat dans le comas lorsqu'il 
itt mis sous respiration 
rificiclle. Lc partisan dcs 
sards de Camp David 
slit I I'agonie, scion les 
facteurs. 

UR0UD * Le ministre is- 
affien de la Ddfense, 
Me Arens, appuyd par 
I: Premier minisuc, Yit- 
W Shamir, a ravi di- 
■siche la place dc numdra 
du Likoud(droiic na- 
Balisie au pouvoir), au 
jjsire dcs Affaires 
tagercs, David Ldvy. Lc 
central de cctic for- 
®°n a ddsignd M.Arens 
Wire la tfite de listc, 
fW'amir, lors d'ltne rdun- 
o chargfic. do ddfinir 
dc ses candldaLs aux 
q®8tive$ du 23 juin. 

jfeoiRES.UnPa- 
r 'a did lud et 25 
dimanche, tors de la 
Wort d’une manifesta- 
5* JUi, dans Ie sud de 
de Gaza occupde. 
isradlienne a ou- 
U feu en direction de 
8 dc manifestants 
pieiTes « 
JmuifilHes incendiaires, 
k la men, la 
2J.de deux autres Palcs- 
Sjuds par des Urs de 


Reformes 


Lifting politique 
en Arabie Saoudite 

Le royaume voisin se dote d'un "conseil consultatif” et d'une "loi fondamentale" 
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LA CREATION dimanchc d'un 
"conseil consuliatir cn Arabic 
Saoudite constime unc dvolmion 
ixiiitiquc imporiante pour I'Etat 
lc plus influent du Gollc. Cette 
rdforme nc devruit touicfois pas 
significr un changcmcnt fonda- 
iiicnlul du systdnic du royuumc, 
basd sur la strictc application dc 
la loi cornniquc. 

Unc "loi fondamentale du [xiu- 
voir", assimildc ft unc constitu¬ 
tion- la premiere du royaume de¬ 
puis sa crdalion cn 1932- a 
dgalcmcnt did promulgude par 
dderct royal. Elle stipule que Ics 
lois dans lc pays s'inspirent du 
Coran ct dc lu Sunna(lu tradition 
dcs propli&tcs du royaume). Un 
autre ddcrct a did puhlid, conccr- 
nani I'urganisation dcs provinces 
du royuumc. Chaquc province, 
dirigdc par un "emir avec rang 
de ministre" aura a gdrer les af¬ 
faires dc sa rdgion avec la partic¬ 
ipation des ciioycns. 

60 membres 

Annoncde depuis plusicurs 
mois par lc roi Falid, la crdalion 
du “conseil nuisulhilif', baptisd 
Majlis al-CItoura cl qui comptc 
60 membres, a did formellemcnl 
adoptde, sainedi soir fl Ryutl par 
lc conseil dcs minislres, [mis un- 
nonede dimanchc |uir un ddcrct 
royal. Selon cc lextc. Ics mem- 
bras du conseil. .sou prdsident ct 
son seerdluire gdndrai "sont nom- 
mds |Hir lc roi . 

Lc conseil, qui doit dire erdd 
“duns un ddlai maximum dc six 
tnois", u lc droit dc “discutcr In 
politique gdndrnlc dc ITlut, uussi 

Peinture au CCF 

France Slana 
n'aime que 
! I'aimable 

Nodi Fuvrellire, dlrecteur du 
Centre culturcl fran?als 
d'Amman rencontre Kluna k 
Lubjana. II devient disciple de 
ce pelnlre Slovene egalement 
connu en France. Il I'lnvlte au 
CCF. D'un coup de plnceau, il 
faille son portrait 

La reputation du pcimre slovtnc 
France Slana, est due pour beau- 
coup k. ses aquarelles pour les- 
quesiles it a su ddvcloppcr unc 
technique peu onhodoxc. disons 
hautement irtdividualisie. Celle- 
ci lui permci.de travaillcr sur des 
formats relativcmcni importants, 
avec autant d'intcnsitd qu'on 
peul en obtenir avec de la pcin- 
. lure & Ihuile. 

Slana salt, scion te thftmc ou 
niumeur- du jour, exploiter tour k 
tour ou la force ou la ddlicatessc 
de ccue lecluiique, Ccla !c fail 
passer dc lavis transparent, k 
des dpaisscurs pour mieux struc- 
' tureri ou encore k des grattages k 
la plume, qui nous epparaissent 
comme des coups de crayon. Car 
■. te Uquide colore fonce et devient 
: prssque noir dans les blessures 
du papier. It sail aussi utitiscr la 
; traii^parerice de t'aqiiaretle en su- 
perposant des lavis pour creer 
de? densltds, des profondeurs. 
Mois aucune sophistication nest 


bien au plan ^ 

interne | - f 

qu'cxtemc". ; I 

D'un inundat -¥jf -J? 
reiumvetaldc / 
dc qurni'c ans, m' ’Mm 
il preml ses (Id- 
eisiuus li la 
majoritd. Lu 
loi foiKlnmcn- 
tale iuitorise lc 
roi fi dissoudre 
lc conseil. 

Ccue toulc 
nouvcltc in¬ 
stance soumcl 
scs ddcisions 
au Premier 
ministre pour 
les fairc enld- 
rinor. En ens 
dc divergence 
avec le gou- 
vcrncinenl, le 

ddcrct prdvoit / i 

"I'interveiuion ' | 

dn roi pour les 
ddiKiriager". 

L'iustau ratio 
n dc cc "con- 

seil consuliatir nc consliiuc pns 
unc sur[)risc. On novembre 90, 
cn plcine crisc du Golfc, lc roi 
Fuhd avail ddjfl fait dial dc sa 
prochuiuc crdalion, ainsi que dc 
plusicurs rdformes comme la 
promulgation d'une "loi fonda- 
mcnuile". 

Inspirde de la loi coraniquc 
(cluiriu), In "loi fondamentale" 
stipule que le pouvoir cn Arabic 
Saoudite est Tumid sur la jus¬ 
tice, In consultation et 1'dgulitd . 
Hi sur lu "ddfense dcs droits de 
I'hoinnic". La lui ojouto quo ic 

en jeu. 11 a pour seul souci dc 
erder une atmosjiltdre jxir la cou¬ 
loir et, devnnl certaines marines, 
on cst ravis dc ddcouvrir uinl dc 

bl Ses tlidmcs sont tnidillonncls, 
voire dtcmcls. C'est la mcr, Ics 
flcurs, les femmes, Ics nm- 
maux... Ccpendant sa peinture 
csl loin d'fitre naTvc, comme onl 
fail scmblant de lc croirc ccux 
qui ne sont intdressds que par 
TArt dphdmdrc" dcs modes qui 
se suivent ct nc se rcsscmblenL 
que dans I'insignifiancc. Mais 
Phommc. lui, cst naif: il a lame 
sinefcre cl scs goflts sont simples. 
Sa peinture n'a d'ouire pretention 
que d’fcire vue. Elle ne sail dire 
que: "Rcgardez-mui!" 

Son iliflme dc prdddecUon 
scmble bien Clrc !c bouquet pour 
lequel il a mis au point unc cal¬ 
ligraphic personnel lc rcconnaiss- 
ablc au premier coup dccil. Ce 
qui n'cmpflche pas une mtejj- 
blc diversitd d'cxdcuuon. Cest 
sons doute pour communiqucr 
plus rapidement, plus claire- 





A VOIR. 


CINE • "Volpone", lundi 9 
mars au CCr» de Maurice 
Tourneur, avec Louis Jou¬ 
vet, Harry Baur, Charles 
Doilin. 

CONFERENCE-Mercre- 
di 11 mars au CCF, Ar¬ 
chitectures profanes an 
ttrre d'lslam". Par Nofil 
FavreWre. 


pays, dold d'un rdgime "monar- 
clmjiic", cst un "Elat arabc et is- 
lamiquc". 

Ccs rdformes, Ics prcmifcrcs du 
genre dons lo pays avaient dtd 
ouvertement envisagdes pcndanL 
In crisc du Golfe. Les amdricains 
avaient k fdpoque fail part de 
lcur soulien, alors que des cen- 
taincs de iniilicrs de soldals non- 
mustilmuns se trouvaicnl sur ic 
sol suoudien. Un ddploiemcnL dc 
ftiree ct unc influence 
sdv&reincnt critiques par nombre 
dc mouvemenis Islamlstcs. ■ 

mcnl, plus sincfcremcnl, que 
Sana arfcctlonne I'aquarellc. Car 
elle s'cxdcutc plus vitc et se lit 
plus vile quo la pcinturo h I'huilc. 
Les couleurs cl Ics formes dpvi- 
ennent dmolions cl les ^motions 
erdent formes cl couleurs. 
Comme lc chat d'Alice au pays 
dcs mcrvcilles, qui disparait cn 
.ne laissani fiotter qu'un sounre. 
Les sujets choisis par Ie poinire 
France Slana s'dvanouissenl pour 
nc laisser que dcs traces souri- 
antes. La vision de Slana n cst ja- 
fnais aigre : il n'aime que 

I'aimable. , 

Les plus grands peintres de ce 
sifccle, de Cdzanne 5 Josper 
Johns, cn passant par les fauves, 
les cubistes, les expressionmsics 
surtout, ct les sundalistes, ont 
pratiqud 1 'aauareUe. Aqjourd nm, 
bn assistc l un regain dinldrdt 
pour ce type de peinture dont 
ravenir promet d'fitre aussi riche 

que varid. . . 

Les pcimrcs-Iapins qui cour- 
rem cn tous sens pour raster en 
idle dans la qufile du sensouon- 
nel vont peut-fiue se rlsqucr a 
cette tochique exigeanie, qui ne 
souffre pas la irichcne. Quant . k 
Slana, pcintre-lortue, qui fail son 
bonhomme de chemln en tour- 
nan i | e dos ■ aux modes 
dphdm&res, il est ddj k arrivd, Et 
si vous me demands pourquoi 
j'aime la peinture de France S la- 

ia/demandez-mp! pourquoi aus¬ 
si pourquoi jaime le ciel des 
nuitsde mai-■ N P 

i 'mrrtnsltion France Slana, au 


AGRICULTURE - Le Sa¬ 
lon international de 
l'agricuUure (SIA), qui se 
lient pour unc semaine k 
Paris, a did inaugurd di- 
manche matin par Louis 
Mcrmaz, ministre frangnis 
dc 1'Agriculture. Les orga- 
nisateurs du salon attendent 
400.000 visilcurs. Plusieurs 
minislres curopdcns et du 
mnglircb ont rdpondu k 
L'invitation de M.Mcrmaz, 
notammcnl lc ministre por- 
luguais Amaro Dos Santos, 
dont Ic pays assure lo presi¬ 
dence dc la CEE, et John 
Walsh, ministre de 
1'ogrlcullurc irlondais. Le 
salon forme ses pones di- 
manchc prochain. 

EUROPE - Frangois Mit¬ 
terrand lance un appcl pour 
la misc en place rapidc dcs 
structures dc la confdddra- 
tion curopdenne. "Noiis 
devons vitc conccvoir cette 
structure permanent ofl les 
pays de la Communauid cu¬ 
ropdenne, k dgalild avec les 
autres Biots de l'Europe, 
bfltiront l'Europe future 1 a 
ddclard le prdsident 
frangais, samedi dernier, 
lors d'un colloque interna¬ 
tional sur "les tribus ou 
l'Europe". 

SONDAGE - Pour61% des 
frangais, le prdsident de la 
rdpublique doit parlir, si 
1'opposition gagne les dlec¬ 
tions legislatives de 1993, 
scion un sondage Sofrds 
publid lundi par le quolidien 
Le Figara(droite). Dans ce 
cos dc ligure, 29% des per- 
sonnes intdrogecs souhai- 
tenl que Flrangois Mitter¬ 
rand rcstc k I’Elysde. 

KOUCHNER - "Il faudra 
un jour fairc un EtaL pour 
les Kurdes", a ddclare di¬ 
manchc k Paris le seerdtaire 
d'Etat k 1'Action humani- 
Utire, Bernard Kouchncr. 
"Mallicureuscment, nous 
n'avons pas mend la guenro 
assez loin an nom dcs droits 
de Ihomme k I'imdricur dc 
1'Irak" a-l-il ajouid. 

MEURTRES - Un homme 
de 22 ans, ddjfl condamnd 
pour des attentats fl la pu- 
deur el qualifid dc psycho- 
pailie pervers par les psychi- 
atrcs. a avoiid vendredi 
dernier, le meurtre de trois 
jeunes femmes dans la rd¬ 
gion de Longwy(Meurthe el 
Moselle). Vincenzo Aiuti- 
no, de nationals italienne, | 
a reconn u les meortres fl 
coups de banes de fer, aprfes 
avoir terner de violer irois 
femmes; dlsparues fl prqx- 
imitd d'un supermarcW de 
Mom-Saint-MartinCMeurthc 

et Moselle). 

DECES - L'actrice Marie 
Dda, 79 ans, qui avail no- 
lamment connu la celdbrite 
en 1942 dans le film de 
Marcel Canid, r L« yisi- 
teurs du Soir est ddcedde 
dimanghe fl rhfHjiial h Psr ,s - 
L'actrice avail dtd blessee la 
veille dans l'lncendie d'une 
cuisine aiors qu'elle se vou- 
vait chez des amis. Hospi- 
lalisde, elle a succombd ie 
lendemain fl on malaise car- 
diaque. 
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PEOPLE 


Congratulations!! 

Graduations, appoint¬ 
ments, engagements, 
weddings, newborns, 
promotions, special 
awards, excellent 

achievements. 

Drop us a line and send a 
photo...we will run it free 
of charge in The Star's 
People and Events page. 


BJvarch" 


• A four-member British team 
from the Overseas Development 
Administration (ODA) visited 
Jordan from 23-28 February. 
The team was led by Mr Ste¬ 
phen Chard, head of the West 
and North Africa and the Mide- 
terranean Department at the 
ODA. The team held talks with 
Jordanian officials from the Min¬ 
istry of Planning and other gov¬ 
ernment departments aimed at 
discussing ongoing and future 
UK-funded technical and capital 
assistance projects in Jordan. 

The British government has 
been supporting the Ministry of 
Education's Computers in Edu¬ 
cation project with the installa¬ 
tion of 2,000 computers in scc- 

* ondary schools. It has also been 
supporting Jordanian non¬ 
governmental organizations in 
their worthwhile efforts. 

A donation of JD 13,500 was 
made earlier this year to the 
Queen Alia Fund towards the 
equipping of a community center 
in the south. Other donations 
were made towards the equip¬ 
ping of a kindergarten in the 
Bam Hamida area as well as sup¬ 
port to. the Mabbarat Um AI 
Hussein orphanage projects. 

• Australian Minister of For¬ 
eign Affairs and Trade. Senator 
Gareth Evans, announced that 

has PMged A$ 
100,000 in aid to Jordan and 
Lebanon m the wake of the dev¬ 
astation caused by recent snow¬ 
storms. 

The emergency assistance 
fund was channeled through the 
Australian branch of CARE In¬ 
ternational. Jordan's share will 

$35,000) and will be used to pro¬ 
vide essential foodstuffs and 
supplies through cooperating or¬ 
ganizations. The money was for- 
mally donated to the Crown . 

?i n r52 S A 0ffic f- by 

CARE Australians representa¬ 
tive, Ms Leone Shymonfak. 



i ordanian Presi dent and Chief Executive Mr Mohammad 
I Balqaz inaugurated at the Amman Plaza Hotel the 27th Annu¬ 
al Marketing Conference of [he airline. The conference was designed 
to discuss, among other things, RJ's routes and mS Z 8 

ESBrioSS - “ manage,S and rcprese "‘“ iTO! from 41 

^ "f 



• A Japanese delegation arrived 
m Amman last Sunday on a two- 
week lour or the-Middle East to 
conduct, studies of environmen¬ 
tal problems in the region. The 
visit comes as a result of a Japa- 
neSc-offer during the multilateral 
talks in Moscow. 

. P® seven-member delegation 
included officials from the for- 
eign, trade and industry and en- 
vironmcnt Japanese ministries in 
. addition to members of non- 
goverrt mental organizations such' 
as The Japanese International 
Corporauon Agency. The team' 
is expected to tour the West 
Bank at the end of its visit id Jor¬ 
dan, 

•■ !" .response, to his Royal-’ 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san s plea to help Tafilah resi¬ 
dents who were hard-hit by the 

^l ,zz S r i lhe ^*ddle 
t C P unc ‘ j Churches, and 
the Jordan Cariias ; Society orga¬ 
nized a .humanitarian effort in 
pending aids to the believed fam- 
iiies by delivering two uuck- 

food, blankets and 
^fathes last Tuesday. 


annlveisaryTheid 

these infants. ^ octors, nurses and the mothers of 

and'miTout^^nrscfcS ^ par.lcu.ar date 

Lufthansa Airlines: 

Setting new standards 

Sip cffKL new 1992 smmer timetabIeis m 

The new program included a refurbishing of IraBSM) 

Ujp ulterior of the entire fleet of the Boeing ‘ 

firsl c ass now beijig in die ubper...:'!.■ : 
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By Glenn 


Plaskln 


Sri Lankan musician 
invents 'pot' music! 


By Bede Perera 

in Colombo 
Special lo The Star 

AS A world-renowned German 
jazz team played to a packed 
house at Colombo's luxurious 
Hilton Hbtel recently, a "Ghandi 
look-alike" Sri Lankan young¬ 
ster won the hearts of all those 
present with his musical accom¬ 
paniment on clay pots. He was 
none other than 29-ycar-old Ar- 
juna Krishnaratnc, originating 
from Kandy and working full 
time as a copywriter in a Colom¬ 
bo advertising agency. 

Also working sometimes as a 
freelance journalist and at other 
bmes as a producer of radio pro¬ 
grams, he gets his artistic satis¬ 
faction in his spare time, when 
ne plays what is known in India 
as "Ghatum”. Besides this, he 
Jtiays Indian drums known as 
Thammcllanr, congas, chimes, 
bells, tymbals and Thavil. 

Better known as Krishna in the 
Colombo music circle, he is an 
old boy of Kingswood College, 
Kandy, When he was a child, he 
said he was keen to srndy music, 
but his parents did not encourage 

Uuer, he was sent to India to 
study journalism. While study¬ 
ing there, he watched with awe 
a ? ? j? ac,cr al ibe performances 
or India s masters of music such 
as Ravi Shankar, Allah Rakkah 
and Hariprasaad Chaunisia. "Af¬ 
ter seeing the world’s best Gha- 
tum maestro, T.H. Vinayakaran, 
in concert I really wanted to play 
Ghatum like him and to one day 

hesaid^ 804X1 player myself * 
Krishna related the story, 
which fulled at his artistic hean- 
”?«» day at a friend's 
place whde we were singing, I 
saw an ordinary clay pot in a 
corner.. I played on It and real- 
jjeq to my great astonishment 
the potential of this ordinary 



Agenda 


Exhibitions ' 

5 * *S Royal Cultural Centre 

;in ■cooperation with the 

Will e Kri? Ul i lUrBl ^dter, there 
'.will be a display of a collection 

cwmKrtii ,co ® r Photographs that 
26 ^S vwy American suite 
ot C° lu rebia. 
S C i 9 | Ww. li entitled "Im- 
•2?fc?S!Sh Home: a: Photo* 
IfTheexhlb- 

6 summit Mareh 


clay pot. Then 1 bought one nri 
self and played from memory as 
ihat I had beard before, v 
worked! From that day on all« 
in friends wanted lo hear me pld 
d ing on the pots," \ 

is After this interesting incident,^ 

li he met and teamed up with wh 
[- he described were the "brillian 
e young musicians Surcsh, Hum 
and D.K. "They are ail out to 
s experiment," he said. "What w 

- play now is more of a "fusion'! 

g kind of music. Last year we gavts 
1 five concerts, and the audience^ 

- response was tremendous. Wc 
are happy." 

t He confessed: "I am a stlfj 
r taught Ghaium player. To lei 
• you the truth, I have never eves 
touched the original Ghatum. ( 
i am in fact wailing to play on ti 
i original. I have no guru, al 
though I play cassettes and I h 
ten to Vmayakara and I try ill 
dial 1 hear. But lhe more I heat 
the more I feel smaller... aft 
smaller.., and smaller. Vinayaka 
ran is brilliant, it will take yean 
for me to come near him." 

Krishna confessed that f»| 
would like very much to go to| 
India and train himself in thlsl 
beautiful art, or at least the taj 
sics of it. When the Hilton's 
General Manager, Mr Gamlci 
Fernando, Heard him playing and 
saw that the audience shoujw 
for encore after encore, he .of¬ 
fered lo pay 10,000 Sri Lsnkfc 
rupees as part of the expense! 
for Krishna to train in India. 

Krishna mused, "If anolh^ 
well-wisher were to provide ng 
with the balance, it would enab* 
me to go to Madras for a stwf 
period of three weeks under a w 
nowned guru there. That-worn 
be my life's greatest gut • 
may well be on his way, for U* 
whole learning process eosp 
<iniy 40,000 rupees, and 10,WJ 
has already been pledged. M 
there any magnanimous art »t 
ersout there? !■ 

■ At the Spanish Cultural Gj" 
ter, the art exhibition of-agg 
Ama! Taha, Mo ha Abu Gljpjj 
and Fatima AI Helo will suit» 
open to the public until tha w 
of February. 

Films 

. ■ The Goethe Institute 
will present the film JanoscM 
, Traumstunde" in German (F 
' Saturday 8 March at 4 pm. 

■ Also at lhe Goethe Bwtfttg 
Amman, the film 


IsASH cart" races through 

K-splattered emergency 

lirfWashington DC s Gcn- 
uHaspital, targeted for a car- 
ES patient in desperate 
Kurt's 1 "poddies", clcc- 

Gj (or defibrination. 

55Slone, E.R. Stall" But die 
resident on duty, about to 
DC for Hollywood where 
^ lo become a plastic sur- 
ais missing. 

Tftere is he?" screams a fren- 
njourse. 

Ht’sin radiology working on 
a,* quips Benjamin Stone, 
'a nightmare yuppie in 
_al whites who proceeds to 
ibdy save the man's life while 
opting to seduce the nurse. 

Hfj a real jerk, a little a — 
fc without one unselfish mo- 
{,’ grins Michael J. Fox, hi- 
flying high as an ob- 
mioos doctor who undergoes a 
l awakening in Doc Hoi- 
, a new romantic comedy, 
"’ftinc," Fox explains, "is a 
tmtly self-centered 'culler',' a 
nyboy who's stacked up 
in debt. In a simpler 
home might have been 
e lhe heart is, but he's just 
sago for the green." 

Aia, the .film lifts off with 
* racing toward L.A. in his 
sured '56 Porsche Speedster 
tucar is his life"), anxious to 
«his new boss, a mniy Bcv- 
' Hills surgeon played by 
wgeHamillon. 

Baton hisjoumey, Stone pnss- 
flreugh urady. South Caroli- 
where he narrowly avoids 
three cows by crashing 
h a while picket fence. 
Porsche is wrecked and the 
judge who built the fence 
Xnces Stone to 32 hours of 
nity service in the town's 

And so," says Fox, "fate inter* 
es, Slone’s literally forced off 
freeway and imprisoned in 
bizarre places." He fails in 
smh a gorgeous ambulance 
if named Lou (Julie Wor- 
).jealously vies against Lou's 
M, Hank (Cheers’ 


Michael J. Fox discusses 
fate's freeway 




ii 


Fox (above left) in Doc Hol¬ 
lywood: Dr Stone "is a real 
jerk!" 


Woody Harrclson), and is there¬ 
after visccrully tom between 
small-town eoiiicntnieiu uiul the 
pull or the big city. 

"His falling in love with Lou is 
a metaphor lor falling in love 
with the town," says Fox. "Ai 
first Stone is exasperated hy the 
hit parade of lower levels of hu¬ 
manity. He's conditioned to be¬ 
lieve nobody needs him. Women 
are just playthings. He has no 
■place' in the world." 

"Doc," Fox continues, "learns 
not to worry about his needs be¬ 
ing fulfilled, but rather finds ful¬ 
fillment through fulfilling anoth¬ 
er need." 

Fox especially favors the poig¬ 
nant scene when his hero yearn¬ 
ingly complains that "a guy 
should have a right to choose his 
own destiny." 

"1 love the in my of (lint line. 
It's an oxymoron. Although des¬ 
tiny is a tiling licvontl choice, he 
just fights it all the way until he 
finally luis uri awakening. That's 
when he Mans realizing people 
in Grady really do need him, and 



like him — and dint lie likes and 
needs them! 

Did Fox himself ever have 
such un awakening? "Sure," lie 
smiles, remembering die Back to 
the Future 1980s when lie was 
raking in 535,000 per episode of 
Family Tics , $2 million for a 
Pepsi endorsement, and receiv¬ 


ing 20,000 fan letters per week. 
Arrogant then? 

"I may have been brash," he 
allows, ,r but I know I was driven. 
My insecurity never mutaied it- 
sclf into over-confidence. I 
stayed insecure, drought my suc¬ 
cess was a fluke, and took on as 
much work as I could. Then with 
the stress level so high, I overin¬ 
dulged a little bit." 

How? "Pour me about eight 
beers and talk to me in the morn¬ 
ing, 1 ' he smiles. Lapsing into a 
bachelor's euphoric recall. "I was 
never into notches in the bell, 
but going out for the evening 
was pretty easy to do. Still, there 
were never 14 girls swinging 
from the chandeliers into vats of 
Crisco. That wasn't my scene." 

Like his character ff Doc", Fox 
says he was finally "forced off 
this freeway, this fast track," 
when lie married former Family 
co-star Tmcy Pollan in 1988. 

"Tracy forced me lo look 
around and And a niche, taught 
me that fame is fine, but I'm just 
a person struggling to serve oth¬ 
er people like everybody else. 
My family is much more impor¬ 
tant than any movie will ever 
be." 

An unlikely candidate for star¬ 
dom, "Liltlc Mike", as he was 
nicknamed, grew up in Edmon¬ 
ton, Alberta, ostracized as "die 
new short kid" during the years 
his father. Bill, an Amiy officer, 
moved the five kids from town 
to town. 

Too small for hockey, his fin- 
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gers too short for the guitar, Fox 
finally settler] on acting at 16, 
finding immediate success in 
small TV roles. 

"I laughed when the Inquirer 
called me a 'chain-smoking, 
bccr-guzzling, high school drop¬ 
out with a criminal record.' Ab¬ 
solutely right. No denial. I had a 
DWI at 19, smoked, drank and 
dropped out in II th grade," mov¬ 
ing to L.A. where he found him¬ 
self $30,000 in debt and desper¬ 
ate for a job. 

It was in 1982 that Fox, like 
"Doc", experienced a profound 
crossroads: "I thought a lol about 
quilting. Thai was my having a 
visceral urge lo gcL the hell out! 
But destiny was keeping me 
there. Then I got Family Ties, 
and for the next seven years the 
scries dirived. 

"I believe in luck. If I had 
gone back lo Canada a month 
earlier, who knows? 1 know the 
sky's been raining blessings, so I 
have a very hard time moaning 
about anything," including some 
critics who believe his film ca¬ 
reer will fizzle when his boyish 
looks do. 

"I can'L change the way I look. 
I have to remember dial the 
stakes aren't that high. It's only 
acting. 1 got a 75-year ride like 
you got a 75-year ride and I'm 
going to do the best I can do." 

Has Fox perhaps peaked? "It's 
absolutely possible. So what? It's 
been an unbelievable ride. If my 
career lasts another five years I'll 
be amazed. I can't believe iL last¬ 
ed nine years. 

"But, he notes in parting, 
diumbing dirough stacks of pa¬ 
perback plays in his bookshelves 
"I'm 30, got enough money to 
hold mo, met a beautiful woman, 
haven beautiful son, I'm in good 
health, and I love hockey, foot¬ 
ball, reading and nature." ■ 


Tiny new cassette tape 

Sony's now Scoopman digital tape recorder will play ultra-compact 
cassettes about the size of a postage stamp. Here's how it compares 
with microcassettes and standard cassettes: 


Ultracompact 

cassette 


Microcassette 





























































16 THE STAR 


Would You 
Believe. 

Nearly a million people 
died in the three short 
years of the Spanish Civil 
War. 

* * * 

The average annual 
salary in major-league 
baseball in 1991 was a 
whopping $850,000, 
which was up more then 
40 percent over the previ¬ 
ous year. 

* * * 

Of the 18 U.S. ships ei¬ 
ther sunk or severely 
damaged at Pearl Harbor, 
only three were unable to 

go to war eventually. 

* * * 

Singer and cult figure 
Jim Morrison of “The 
Doors" was only 27 when 
he died. 

* * * 

U.S. women are almost 
twice as likely to have 
their first child out of 
wedlock as women 20 
years ago. In all, about 
one out of every four first 
births involved unmar¬ 
ried women. That’s ac¬ 
cording to the U.S. 
Census Bureau. 


★ CROSSWORD PUZZLE ★ 


ACROSS 

1 School 
group 

8 Chip accom¬ 
paniment 

9 Complacent 

13 Restriction 

14 Weight 
allowance 

15 Congres¬ 
sional at¬ 
tendant 

16 Aloof 
position 

18 — Stanley 
Gardner 

19 For each 

20 Jungle 
beast 

21 Elaborate 

23 Sedate 

24 Narrated 

25 Lend a hand 
28 Clergyman's 

cap 

31 Spear 
handle 

32 Judge 

33 Weight 
35 Expression 

of dlsplea- 
sure 

B1B92 Tribune Mh« 


38 Publicize 

37 Pro — 

38 Of that 
krnd 

39 Swine 

40 More saga¬ 
cious 

41 Garden 
favorite 

43 Puts off 

44 Change 

46 Agile 

mountain 

climber 

46 Moved 
slowly 

48 Thanks —I 

49 Hiatus 

52 Part of 
speech 

53 Hippopota¬ 
mus 

68 **—, Brute" 

57 Arabian 
gulf 

58 Muse of 
Tove poetry 

59 Tennis star 

60 Word of 
approval 

61 Certain 
numerals 

Sarvieu. Inc. 


DOWN 

1 Paper 
fastener 

2 Reside 

3 Cupid 

4 Knight's 
title 

5 Hairdresser 

6 Daybreak 

7 Choler 

8 Act 

9 Prodigal 

10 Playwright 
Connelly 

11 Homely 

12 -whlzl 

14 Implement 

17 Incline 

22 Pub potion 

23 Famous New 
York City 
street 

24 Grandstand 
sections 

25 Snakes 

26 Callout 

27 Bechamel, 
for one 

28 Light brown 

29 Tantalize 

30 Following 

32 Ray flower 


34 Works on 
roads 

39 Depict 

40 Meteorolo¬ 
gist's con¬ 
cern 

42 Knock 

43 Entrance 

46 V8lley 

46 Camp beds 

47 The Sultan 
of Swat 

48 Sts. 

49 Metric 
' weight 

50 Cinema 
canine 

61 Laborer 

62 Teachers' 
group: abbr. 

54 Carplike 
fish 

65 Gold: Sp. 


Solution 

lUUUUtJ UfclLHU HuUfcJ 
CJUbl UMUia hbB U| 
Hcinnaa BBramnion . 

HfiHua araum ciHfiia 

[OHna nun union 
Innnci muRa nnnrnHI 
1 unnaniiEf nanhan 
UHiin 

i.,H§ cinn ciraiin nan 
yaati aauiiiooQKnn 

Nuicjh piuH aanjiSI 


Hailll HriuHH 


flUiilUl!!■■■■■ 

iiua aiSS 

■lianauSBBauui 

BBS iimSnu 


JORDAN BRIDGE 


Hy G h ass an Glume m 



Rubber... rubber... 

HERE ARE two hands from rubber bridge, ihev 
came during ihe Phillips chariLy session two 
weeks ago in the Plaza Hotel: 

* KQJ6 5 
• H 

♦ J 10 9 8 
*AQJ 


* A 4 3 2 
Y K 9 

♦ KQ76 
*876 


N 1 

VI 

♦ 987 

Y Q.JI0 9 

♦ 543 

*1093 


4 10 

Y 765432 

♦ 2 

* K 5 4 2 


WEST 

i'PaSS,:. 


NORTH 

Double 

24 


EAST 

TV 

Pass 


SOUTH 
Pass . 
'End :■ 


spade len, Ingrid only trumpl One dawn. 

In rubber bridge you should not let opponent 
score partial scores. u 

EtB?seaIf r " M ’ PhHIIps re P ,aced Ws wife on the 

. 4 J106532 . 

Y 1072 . 

♦ 109873 


opponent 


4 74 

75. 

♦ J 6 4 2 

* J 9 8 7 6 5. 


WEST 


N | 
W E i 

Lill 

4 KQ98 
Y KQJ3 
♦ A KQ5 

*Q 


NORTH EAST., 
.. 14 


4 A 2 
Y A9864 
♦ — '■ 

* A K 10 4 3 2 


;Mra, Ingrid Philips, was silting East Usually 
Uie aucdofis-are so simple and brief, in rubber 
bridge, very few conventions, Short cuts and fast 
arrivals. - -: . • ■ 

D^ h . h r. d S the contract go down: Mrs. 

■ tK lea we diamond Ace and continued the 
siut. West cashed the diamond honors and 
played Ins last diamond which was rufied by the 


SOUTH 

Double. 

Double 


VWtst made a huge preempt and Mrs Izal 

. youXbteW d0ub1 ' a,enn,Uc “' rac '’ 
•^Aftef the^spade lead, Mr.PblllWs ruffed 
heart gwd for a spade discard from dummy 
collected dje 1 thirteen tricks.' \ ' >■. “ ■" 
E #1 bid the Slam ftcelytK V 
lam begirtnfhg ipjjke M robber bridge, 


ROCK TRACKS 


By Stephanie DuBois 

Janet Jackson’s followup to her 1989 megahit 
'!Rhythm Nation " album isn’t expected to hit record 
stores until next year, Says Grammy-winning producer 
Jimmy “Jam” Harris, who co-produced "Nation “ 
and Jackson's 1986 "Control" disk with his partner, 
Terry Lewis. They expect to head into the studio 
with Janet next month. “We will not be doing 'Rhythm 
Nation II, ” Lewis makes clear. “It’a going to be some¬ 
thing totally different. We plan on working through 
most of the spring and summer. 1 Control‘ took six 
weeks to do and ‘Nation ' took six months. We figure 
this album will take somewhere in-between to 
complete.*’ 

The third single off Randy Travis' latest "High 
Lonesome" album, "Better Class of Losers ," was juBt 
released last month, but the country Btar says he’s 
already started working on a new disk. “We like to 
start working on the next album as soon as we release 
one," Bays Travis. He explains that, “We don’t record 
like most people. A lot of folks set aside a month or two 
to record, but we like to do it as we find the songs we 
like. We’ll jump into the studio for a day, put ’em down 
and finish them later. It’s an odd way to do it. But 
when you have a schedule as busy as mine, there’s not 
a lot of choice.” 

Prolific producer Andre Fischer is hotter than 
ever since producing wife Natalie Cole’s hit "Unfor¬ 
gettable. "Fischer will hardly have time to pop his head 
out of the recording studio over the next few months. 
"I’m getting ready to do Jasmine Guy’s next album in 
March,” says Fischer, who just finished new albums 
for Diane Schuur and Carl Anderson. "In April I’ll 
be working with Jonathan Butler and on a solo 
album for The Whispers’ lead Bingers Walter and 
Scotty.” Also on the agenda, he addB, are tunes for 
Melissa Manchester and Howard Hewitt. 

Being Arsenio Hall’s star keyboardist has its up 
side ana its down side, sayB Starr Parodi. Her debut 
“Change" album took about a year and a half to do 
because “The only time I could work on the album was 
on weekends,” explains the instrumentalist/compoRer- 
/arranger who also Bcores commercials and TV shows 
f'LA. Law," 21 Jump Street, “ "Wise Guy") through 
her own company. Parodi soys she’s finding it even 
harder to get time off to promote the disk and do 
concerts. But she figures, “Before I did Arsonio’s show 
I wqb on tour a lot and trying to juggle being on the 
road with all the writing and scoring I was doing and it 
was very hard. Now that I go to one place every day, 1 
can use my time off to focus on other things." 


Unscramble these four words, one 
wiler to each square, (o form 
four ordinary words. 



If THEM 
ANTIPINS 
I CAN DO.. 


TOP POP 
ALBUMS 

1. Nevermind, Nirvana, 
Geffen 

2. Time, Love and Ten¬ 
derness, Michael Bolton, 
Columbia 

3. Dangerous, Michael 
Jackson, Epic 

4. Achtung Baby, U2, 
Island 

5. Too Legit to Quit, 
Hammer, Capitol 

B. Cooleyhighharmony, 
Boy 2 II Men, Motown 

7. Me tallica, Metallica. 
Elektra 

8. Emotions,' Mariah 
Carey, Columbia 

9. Use Your Illusion I, 
Guns N’ Roses, Geffen 

10. Diamonds and 
Pearls, Prince and the 
N.P.G, Paisley Park 

TOP VIDEO 
RENTALS 

1. Terminator 2: Judg¬ 
ment Day, A. Schwarzen¬ 
egger, Linda Hamilton, 
Live Home Video (R-1991) 

2. Naked Gun 2 1/2: The 
Smell of Fear, Leslie 
Nielsen, Pricilla Presley, 
Paramount HomB Video 
(PG-13-1991) 

3. Dying Young, Julia 
Roberts, Campbell Scott, 
FoxVideo (R-1991) 

4. Thelma & Louise, Su¬ 
san Sarandon, Geena Da¬ 
vis, MGM/UA Home 
Video (R-1991) 

5. Point Break, Patrick 
Sivazye, Keanu Reeves, 
FoxVideo (R-1991) 

6. Backdraft, Kurt Rus¬ 
sell, Robert De Niro, 
MCA/Univeraal Home 
Video (R-1991) 

7. City Slickers, Billy 
Crystal, Daniel Stern, Co¬ 
lumbia TriStar Home Vid¬ 
eo (PG-IB-1991) 

8. The Silence of the 
Lambs, Jodie Foster, An¬ 
thony Hopkins, Orion 
Home Video (R-1991) 

9. What About Bob?, BUI 
Murray, Richard Drey fuss. 
Touchstone Home Video 
(PG-1901) 

10. Jungle Fever, Wesley 
Snipes, Annabelia Sciorra, 
MCA /Universal Horae 
Video (R-1991) 

TOP COUNTRY 
ALBUMS 

1. Ropin’ the Wind, 
Garth Brooks, Capitol 

2. Garth Brooks, Garth 
Brooks, Capitol 

3. No Fences, Garth 
Brooks, Capitol 

4. For My Broken Heart, 
Reba McEntire, MCA 

6. Don't Rock the Juke¬ 
box, Alan Jackson, Arista 

6. Ten Strait Hits, George 
Strait, MCA 

7. It’s All About to 
Change, Travis Tritt, 
Warner Bros. 

8. All I Can Be, Collm 
Raye, Epic 

9. Pocket Full Gold, 
Vince GUI, MCA 

10. What Do I Do With 
Me, Tanya Tucker, Capitol 


jj^re 


reature feature! 



Ratfish 

(Chlmaera monstrosa) 

Home: Deep water of east North Atlantic 
Ocean, from Iceland to Azores; 
Mediterranean Sea 


Habits: Often seen En one-sex schools; found 
close to seabed; feeds on starfish, mollusks, 
crustaceans; in summer, goes into shallower 
water to bread; lays eggs, each enclosed In a 
long, tapering case that becomes lodged in 
seabed; when full-grown, about 5 ft. long 

Claim to famo: Large eyes, prominent dorsal 
fin with spine linked to a poison gland; male has 
clublike appendage on Its head 

SOURCE: Detroit Free Press, ‘Macmillan IBuslralad Animal 
Encyclopedia;’ Research by NANCY ROS9-FLANK3AN 


=VIDEOVIEW 

By Jay Bobbin 

(Ratings for each film begin with an “asterisk” 
rating — one meaning “poor,” four meaning “excel¬ 
lent” — followed by the Motion Picture Association of 
America rating, and then by a family-viewing guide, 
the kev for which appears below.) 

STARTING THIS WEEK: “THELMA AND 
LOUISE" (MGM/UA, $94.99): One of last summer’s 
most-discussed films, director Ridley Scott's vivid 
"road movie" casta Susan Sarandon and Geena Davis 
as traveling companions with good reasons to leave 
their respective pasts behind ... but that doesn’t mean 
those pasts won’t try to follow them, resulting in a 
controversial outcome. Harvey Keitel and Brad Pitt 
also are featured. *** (R: AS, P, V) 


MflGICWORD 

HOW TO PLAY: Read ilie Hat of words. Look al the puzzle. 
You'll find these words In ell directions ~ horizontally, verti¬ 
cally, diagonally, beck wards. Draw a drda aroundMOh lat¬ 
ter of a word lound In the puzzle, then strike It off the Hat. 
Circling It will ehow a latter has been uaed but wlU leave It 
visible should it also form part ol another word. Find the bln 
words first. When letter* ofall llstad word* era circled, you fl 
have tho given number of letter* left over. They'll epell out 
your MAOICWORD. 

HAPPY ’921 (Sol.: 8 letters) 

A-Auld Lang Syne; B-Balloons, Best, Bright; C- 
Champagne, Cold, Confetti, Countdown; D- 
Date, Drink; F-Friends, Funny, Future; G-Glad, 
Good timeB, Greet; H-Hats, Health, Hotel; J- 
Januarv; K-Kiss; L-Laugh, Luck; M-Memory, 
Moment; N-Near, New Year, Noisemakere; O- 
Old times; P-Party, Photos; R-Remember; S- 
Shout, Social, Snowy, Spariding; T-Tuxedo; u- 
Usher In; W-Wild, Wish, Wonder; Y-Yell 


Y-Yell 


LHOINGEW iMMBHV H , 3 i» a M ‘HIA 

TNEMOMI TTEKNOCK 
SMI LUCKY ELL HE HI 
RPHOTOS NOWYERAS 
ES 0CI AL WI LDAUMS 
kodexuteergltpp 
ASEMI TDLOT DTUA A 
MEJ ANUARYLAHFGR 
EMSNOOL LABD.DLNK 
SIHATSDNEIRFAEL 
I TOMLNGLADAI UAI 
ODUEE SWONDERGRN 
NOTI ympartythhg 
COUNTDOWNGWI SHT 
HGEDL0 C RE ME MB ER 

- j. -rt tv m n 







































































ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

8:30 — America's Funniest 
Home Videos. 

9:00 — Encounter. 

9:30 — Journeys to Art: A 
documentary program about Is* 
Jamie art in Cairo starling with 
the artistically distinguished 
mosques and ending up with the 
wonderful achievements of the 
Islamic Art Museum. 

10:00 — News In English. 

10:20 — Fenture Film. "A 
Killer Among Us 1 * Starring Jas¬ 
mine Guy: ^ Mrs Hopkins does 
not agree with the Jury's verdict, 
so she decides to find the mur¬ 
derer herself. 

SUNDAY 

8:30 — Comedy Scries, 

9:10 — Islam in America: This 
documentary is about the Mus¬ 
lim community in America, their 
daily praying and their beliefs. 
10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Law and Order. "The 
Blue Wall'': Prosecutors indict a 
congressman, the chief of police 
and a detective in a grand money 
laundering ease. 

MONDAY 

8:30 — Land of Hope and Glo¬ 
ria. "The Winds of Change": 
Sweep Beaumont House and a 
small strike is in the offing. 

9:10 — Capital City: Max. 
Hudson and Jimmy cooperate in 
pulling together means offinanc- 
ing a European space adventure. 
10:00 — News in English^ 

10:20 — Gambler: - Montana 
and Hox continue their contact 
with the army and the Indian 
chiefs to avoid war. They later 
uncover a crooked scheme to 
steal cattle that belongs to the In¬ 
dians.- 

TUESDAY :.j 

8:30 t- Evening Shade: The 
coach was arrested during a 
. • hunting trip! 

9tl0 — Golden Years; The di- 
lCmrina of the janitor getting 
younger with lime instead qf 
older worries his wife who remi’-j 
nisces about the good old times. - 

10:00 ~ News in English. • ■ 

10^0 G.D.H. "Over and , 
um.: Agitation increases and , 
f ‘Pressure mounts on Michael * 
Murray signalling.an end-to his i 
, political career. ' l 


■' * i '■ - ■' ■ , - ■ -'4 












Les tortues Nh\ja on Saturday at 6 pm 


in addition to his remarkable 
achievements worldwide. 

THURSDAY 

8:30 — Spntz; A Spalz staff cel¬ 
ebrates Karen's birthday in such 
away thdt it leases her. 

9:10 — N.B.A. Basketball. 
10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Movie of the week: 
April Morning” Starring 
Tommy Lee Jones: King George 
reinforces his troops in Massa¬ 
chusetts so os to end the mutiny 
in the British colonics of the new 
world. Confrontation bciween 
the army and the public onuses a 
lot of bloodshed. 

FRIDAY 

8:30 — Lenny: Lenny's friend 
divorces his wife and marries a 
much younger one. , 

9:10 —Derrick, 

10:00 — News In English.' 
10.20 Chancer. "History": 
The real Stephen Crane dies and 
Stephen — our hero—digs into 
post history. 

FRENCH PROGRAM 

SAMEDI 


I 'WEDNESDAY 

: Ji 30 ,, “7 T «9h t "in Charms 
1 Way : >Vho wiII win in the wres- 
tling match in the college? 

9:10 — World of Audubon.; ' 
10:00 — News In English.' 

10.20 — Track of Glory. Star¬ 
ring Phil Maurice: The film lelb 
the story of the life and career of 
professional American cyclist 
Major Taylor, and his marriage,’ 


6:00 — Les lortucs Ninja. A' 
cartoon series. 

6:30 — L : a faniille Fontaine. A 
senes about n family, 1 each time, 
a different story. 

7:00—News In French. 

7:15 — Carnet de holes. A 
classical Music program. 

PIMANCHE ' 

5:30 - -—’La - maison. b[eue. A 
cartoon seijes.;' 

»\ 4 !L IT.. ' Sanf6 vision. 
‘'L'hepatile". ■ A health pro¬ 
gram. \ : 

6:10 — L'ficole dei fans. Chil¬ 
dren sing the fongs or their fa-, 
voume singers. . " • r ;' 


7:00 — News in French. 

7*15 — Carnet dc notes. A mu¬ 
sical program. 

LUNDI 

6:00 — Le monde sous-marln 
de Jocques-Yves Cousteau. A 
documentary program about life 
in the sea. 

7:00 — News in French. 

7:15 -T- The Weekly Sports 
Magazine. 

MARDI 

6 i®9. BouIi - A program for 
children. 

-6:15 — Les tortues Ninja. A 
cartoon series. 

6:30Le chevalier du laby- 
rinthe, A game show program 
requmng talent and intelligence. 
7:00—News hi French. 

V 15 “ Carnet de notes. A 
classical music program, 

MERbREDI \ , 

6:00 — Muslcales. A classical 
music program. 

7:00 —Newsin French. 

7J15 —. Carnet de notes. = A 
classical music program. ■ 

. • . JEUDI . 

6:00 r— Montague, "Haul Altai; ■ 

la montagne dorfe": A documen¬ 
tary program. 

5SLr A Ma8 ^’ " Barbou » do 

vache . A senes'about Maguy; " 
each Ume a different story; ■! 
7:00—News in French; 

' •» ; "7- Ca ™et de notes; A 1 : 1 i. 
classical music program. 

■ : VENDREpi,, • ' 

F^ 0 crFU^. b " tard <c * rhtt - > 
jOO-NewsInFYincl.. 7' ! t . 

2“ Fusions,'. Ajk*aittfci£: i 
lary program about different suti-i-■ • 
.jects,- ' 


ARIES (21 March - 19 April): If you use vniir i,w ■ 
crealivc endeavour wiU be both exciting Md lucSS' 
looking for romance should lake advantage of eve™™™ • 
to meet new people. Dress to impress! ^ °** B *"V 

TAURUS (20 April - 20 May): The emphasis this week iso, 1 
faraway places, job matters and social affturs. Get ou*S 
gle to see what .s going on. Continue to watch over yo^S 
Seek important introductions. y 

(21 May ■ 20 June > : A speech gives you fresh inspire- 
Ji hop®-Projects that call on your creative talents promise 
to be successful. One venture could develop into a seconded 
reer. Avoid arguments with mate. 8 

* 2 E . R {?? Jun c - 22 July): Unexpected good luck in your fi¬ 
nancial dealings will let you enjoy the pleasures of group activl- 
ties. New acquaintances could turn into long time friends. Write 
letters to loved ones far away from home. 

LEO (23 July - 22 August): Telling tall tales will only lead to 
trouble. Suck to the facts to make the most headway. Your so¬ 
cial life accelerates. Almost without realizing it, you embark on 
a new romance. 

VIRGO (23 August - 22 September): Family affairs have top 
priority now. Discuss ways to upgrade your home. Listen to eve¬ 
ryone s ideas. A parent's health could be cause for concern. You 
may think it best to consuli specialists. 

LIBRA (23 September - 22 October): Your relationship with a 
loved one improves, making it possible for you to plan joint ac- 
tivities. Start new projects. Family members will be glad to help. 
An old flame can be rekindled. 

SCORPIO (23 October - 21 November): A special outing with 
your family or friends is a source of joy. Share the cooking 
chores by asking everyone to bring along one dish. 

SAGITTARIUS (22 November - 21 December): Spending time 
with those who arc less fortunate will give you a new perspec¬ 
tive. Secret negotiations are helpful for advancing your personal 
plans. Close friends introduce you to influential people. 

CAPRICORN (22 December • 19 January): A shortcut lets you 
conclude a meeting in record time. Work hard to patch up a mis¬ 
understanding. A iong-distance phone call fills in the missing 
pieces of a puzzle. 

AQUARIUS (20 January -18 February): Watch what you say to 
the neighbours or you could stir up a hornet’s nest. Reading the. 
newspaper will trigger some terrific ideas. Spend quality time 
with offspring, doing what they enjoy. 

PISCES (19 February * 20 March): Be careful when handling 
someone else's money. You alone will be held responsible. Al- „ 
though domestic squabbles are possible this week, the weekend, 

should bring harmony. Dine out in style 

THIS WEEK'S CHILDREN love to read and have a real facil¬ 
ity for languages. A keen, inventive mind means these children 
can succeed at almost any profession. Many of these youngsters; 
nave difficulty getting to places on time. Wise parents will cm* , 
pnasize the importance of punctuality. Clever and energetic, . 
they can become impatient with people who lack initiative. Al*- 
though they are not indifferent to other's suffering. They prefer'; 
to nelp those individuals who share their own devotion to work. 
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Honorary Cons..... 



Activities 



Air Cargo..674191/95 

.641510 

.666066/782425 

™ --:.675888/9 

•unka --655377/651799 

-*- 625203 

Airline*.669068 

Wng*—.894484 

n Airlines.,637380/667028 

Airline*..665909 

..641430 

Airline* *--637380 

BCiflo it«itiiiii4 tmll | 6243631 

Airway*--667028 

Air........ 630011 

« Airlines.662l41/678321 
L P**1MlaaaliIf 653606/6566161 
tynaq Airline* ......... 639295 

Jr:--.......637827/644036 

. 628596/628598 

306791 

Sf t j^ I ^-<?«24/662236 

..MM... 6301441 

WArab Airline*.... 643831/2 
601744 

Airhhe.639575/653446 

.-. 636104 

pc*-.......... $30125/638433 

T'l.'.’’"'""""'*" 625981 
SfeAfrHnei,...670155 

ff 641430/655447 

...... 642943 

629m 

,637380 

SfflAirfine -..v. 623430 
••*■*..■■.....659102 
628175 
604911 


Cultural centres 

Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 641520 

British Council. 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre.644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre .. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre..665195 

Hussein Youth City. 667181/5 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Mun. Library. 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Libraiy.,.. 834555 


Cinemas 


Concord. 677420 

Rainbow. 625155 

Plaza. 674111 

Philadelphia.. 634144 

Nijoum.675571 

Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Sports City.667181 

Orthodox Club.810491 

Royal Automobile Club... 815410 

Royal Shooting Club. 736572 

Royal Chess Club. 673713 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Assoc..676990 



. 668958 

AJ-Jabal . 

Kada . 

Al-Labadi . 

National. 

.665161/665153 

.813554 

.639197/8 

. 816792 

Petra. 

. 605501 

. 672424 

Al-Rimal.639861 

Al-Snmcr.771707 

Salclitc.625767/621471 

Star. 604904 

Tiger. 671931 

Trust. 673312 

Al-Walta .674105 

Abu Dcggc.644642/644906 

Amin Jarrar (Avis). 670498 


.641350 


.08/510001 


.604230 

Dc'as.. 

. 669970 

.660601 


.601350/80 

General Services 
Gulf.. 

.674100 

. 660902 


■> .'i,'/• v 

< /^jHeieis^&M 

■ ! .yS'!» S*s. - <. 3 

Amman 

..798181 

Philadelphia. 

Marriott. 

. 663100 

.... 660100 
. 660000 

Jerusalem . 

IntcrContinanlal. 

.665094 

. 641361 

. 665186 

Commador. 

Middle Enst. 

.665181 

. 667150 

. 661121 

Tychc . 

.661114 

.... 841712 


. 813801 

Alia Gateway. 

Amra . 

.(08) 51000 
.... 815071 
. 674111 

Aqaba 

.312426 

Miramar.. 

Al-Cazar. 

.314340 

.314131 

.313521 

Aqunmnrina I. 

..314091 

1 " —- 


ImppHariiMunirbeir^l 


Emergencies 

Amman Qovemorate..91228 

Amman Civil Dofence.,.198. 199 

Civil Defence Irbld.271292 

Civil Defence Dept.661111 

Ambulance..193,775111 

Amman fire bridgade.198 

First aid. 630341 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Civil Defence resuce.630341 

Police rescue.621111, 637777 

Police headquarters. 639141 

Traffic police. 896390 

Electric Power Co.636381/4 

Water complaints. 897467 

Queen Alia Airport..... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Info.(08)53200 

Hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Akleh Maternity.642441/2 

Jaba] Amman Maternity... 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman.636141 

Palestine. Shmeisani.664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital. 669131 

University Hospital. 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital.667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali.. 666127/37 

AI-Ahli, Abdali. 664164/6 

Ital ian- Al-Muhajrcen.....777101/3 
Al-Bashir. Ashrafieh....775111/26 

Army, Marka.891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.....602240/50 
Amal Hospital...674155 

General 

Jordan Television..773111/19 

Radio Jordan...774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism.642311 

Hotel complaints. 605800 

Price complaints.661176 

Telephone Information.121 

Jordan and Middle East calls... 10 
Repair service...623101 


The 


Star 
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Algeria..213 

Argentina. 54 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia..61 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane 7 
Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Penh 9 
Sydney 2 

Austria.......43 

Vienna 222 _ 

Bahrain..973 

Belgium, met IIIIIMIMUHlIHIIOHtlllUIII 32 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 
Brazil 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
BnzU!la61 

Bulgaria.—.359 

Sofia 2 

Cauda....- 1 

Ottawa 613 

Chile...56 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus.357 

Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia....42 

Prague 2- 

Denmark ....,. 45 

Copenhagen (Inner) J 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 !' • 

Bcuator..!;....— 59? 

Quito 2 .. ' 

Egypt....,... ,.j....20 

Cairo 2 •< 

Dublin 1 ' : 

Cork 21 : ■ 

Finland .. -358 

• Helsinki G 
France 


100 


Paris 1 

Germany W. 49 

Bonn 288 

Greece. M 

Alhens/Pirscus 1 

Indio.. 91 . 

Bandore 812 
New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 

And aU cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with l,2»3,4^ f 6,7,&8. 

Indonesia.^ 

Jakarta 21 0 

Italy. 39 

,.. y 6 :. 

Baghdad 1 

Japan......••••••- 81 

_Tokyo 3 254 

Nairobi 2 ■ 

Kuwait.:..... 9 ® 

Korea. 82 

' Seoul 2 a 

Tripoli 21 

Lebanon..1... y01 

Beiruti ^ 

Malaysia.... * . r 60 ■ 

Kuala Lumpur 3 w ; ■ 

Mexico.-.— r .: 52 

• Mexico City 5 

Morocco... . .*r 

Fez6' 

; Rabat? . 

Netherlands. 31 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 
North Yemen. 

Al Bayda 6 
HodeidahS 
Sanaa5 
Taiz4 

Nigeria......-. 


Norway. 

Oslo 2 

Oman. 

Pakistan......... 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 

Rawaipindi/Islamabad 51 

Paraguay.. 

Asuncion 54 

Pont. 

Lima 14 

Philippines. 

Manila? 

Poland. . 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar........ 

Romania.:.......— 

, Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia.. i . 

Al-Khobar3 
. Al-Madlna 4 . 

■ Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mec$a2 ' 

Riyadh 1 

Spauu----...- 

Barcelona 3 
Madrid 1 


.63 


.974 

.40 
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Museums 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Mad aba and Jerash 
(4th to I8lh centuries). The Roman 
Theatre, Amman. Opening hours: 9 
a.m. - 5 p.m. year round .Closed 
Tuesdays. Tel: 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: 
Has an excellent collection of the 
antiquities of Jordan. Jabal Al- 
Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
tours: 9 ajn - 5 p.m.). Closed Tues¬ 
days. Tel: 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con- 
tons a collection of printings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most of 
the Muslim countries, and a collec¬ 
tion of paintings by 19th century 
Orientalist artists. Muntazah. Jabal 
Welbdoh. Hours 10 a.m. -5:00p.m. 
ClosedTuesdays.Tel. 630128. 


St. Joseph Church: (Roman Cath¬ 
olic) Jabal Amman,Tel, 624590 

Churcb of the Annunciation: 

? toman Catholic) Jabal Weibdeh, 
el. 637440. 

De la Salle Church: (Roman Cath¬ 
olic) Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 

Terrasnncta Church: (Roman 
Catholic), Jabal Weibdeh, mass in 
Italian every Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 
Tel. 622366. 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali, Tel. 
623541. 

Church of the Redeemer: Jabal 
Amman, Tel. 625383. 

Armenian Orthodox Church: 
Ashrafich.Tcl. 775261. 

St. Ephrlam Church: (Syriac 
Orthodox) Ashratieh. Tel 771751. 

Ain mun Internationa] Church: 
(Interdenominational) meets at 
Southern Baptist School in 
Shmeisani, Tel. 827981. 

Church or the Good Shepherd: 
(Evangelical Lutheran) Um As- 
SummaqTcl. 811295. 


Marbella 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka. 9* 

Colombo 1 

Sudan..... 249 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden....«... 46 

Stockholm 8 

Syria... 963 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan.... 886 

Taipel2 

Thailand.. 66 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia... 216 

Tunis 1 

Turkey.-.......?.....-.90 

Ankara4 
Istanbul 1 

UAE..—. 971 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman 6 
Al Ain3, 

Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
Ghyathl 52 
Ras Al Khaimah 77 
Sharjah 6 
Umm Al Quwrin 6 

UK. 44 

London (inner 71/outer 81) 

Uruguay.... 598 

Montevideo 2. 

USA. 1 

New York 212/718 


Washington 202 , 


USSR. 


Moscow 095 

.sa 

Venezuela,.. 

Caracas 2 

Yugoslavia. 
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A second look at 

Arabic computer magazines 


By Zeid Nasser 
Special to The Star 

A COUPLE of weeks ago wc 
started taking a look at Arabic 
computer magazines available in 
the local market and we prom¬ 
ised to look at the rest. This 
week we’re going to be looking 
at another three Arabic computer 
magazines; Alam Al-Conmputer, 
Murshid Al-Compuier (Comput¬ 
er Guide) and Computer & Tech¬ 
nology. 

Let’s start with Alam Al- 
Computer, which is the most im¬ 
pressive of the bunch. It is pub¬ 
lished by MulliFax International, 
also responsible for publishing 
the famous PC Magazine. The 
magazine is actually PC World 
Middle East magazine and is a 
bi-lingual monthly. As is expect¬ 
ed of a reputable publishing 
house like MulliFax, die maga¬ 
zine's paper is of excellent quali¬ 
ty and its contents arrangement 
is quite good. The magazine's 
headquarters are in Egypt, yet it 
provides proper coverage for the 
whole region rather than focus¬ 
sing.purely on the Egyptian mar¬ 
ket. The publication basically 
covers IBM PC & compatibles 
with some Apple Macintosh cov¬ 
erage, which is reasonable since 
these sum up the modem com¬ 
puter market in the region. 

Tta fact that the magazine is 
bilingual gives it an edge over 
other magazines. However, the 
Arabic pari covers at least twice 
as many pages as the English 
part does which is only normal 
seeing as the magazine's circula¬ 
tion principally covers Egypt, 
me Arabian Gulf slates. Syria, 
Lebanon, Jordan and even the 
West Bank. The issue I iooked at 
included In-depth hardware re-‘. 
views of Apple's PowerBook 
and Al-Nashir AlSahafi. The is- 
: sue was packed with news and 
included special features on cor¬ 
porate performance of computers 
In the banking sector (both in 
Arabic and. English), and 
(Studies of certain banks. . 

The magazine should appeal to 
technical people since it includes 
a programming section and' in¬ 
cludes articles by Specialized 
professionals pn topics like arti¬ 
ficial intelligence. Alam At- ' 
Computer is a very colorful and . 
varied magazine'which is priced 


at JD 2.00. The asking price is 
fair when compared with the 
quality of the magazine. The one 
reservation I have against iL is 
that it seems to be directed to¬ 
wards dam-processing managers 
and businessmen more than al- 



nized arrangement of contents. 
Its news reporting could be 
much better and and it lacks a 
proper news section. Getting 
back to its design and layout, it 
must be said thaL it's not exactly 
a pleasure to look at, but it is 
crammed with helpful and inter¬ 
esting articles. Still, die articles 
are rather well written and quite 
comprehensive, but I didn't real- 
ly like its reviewing system. The 
magazine includes more variety 
than others, (hough, and actually 
includes a full car section. Or 
rather, it includes a lot about the 
latest in automobile technology 
for car enthusiasts. Having said 
all this, I must admit that it is 
very good for its price and 
should be popular thanks to its 
variety. 

Our third magazine is Comput¬ 
er Guide (Murshid Al - 
Computer), It is published by 


tempting to satisfy the needs of 
the simple user. This is evident 
in the nature of its articles and 
its emphasis on computers per¬ 
formance in business. 

Next up is Al-Computer & 
Technology published by Al- 
Itihad press based In the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), The first 
thing that strikes one upon see¬ 
ing it is how reasonable its price 
is. It includes around a hundred 
pages, yet costs JD 1.001 How¬ 
ever, it is of less quality than 
Alam Al-Computer. The maga¬ 
zine includes all the usual com¬ 
ponents of a computer magazine, 
but doesn't really follow an orga- 
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Mona Khater Publishing Co 
base^l in Cyprus but generally 
focuses on the Egyptian comput¬ 
er market. I regret to ray that this 
magazine is the worst of the 
bunch. It is far too technical in 
us articles and is far too com¬ 
mercial. 

The only advantage it has is its 
arrectoty of .computer companies 
from all over the regions. It’s 
that commercial. If you're after a 
magazjne which serves as a di- 
rectqry. of • computer companies 
and which; is fbll of advertise¬ 
ment and job offers, thdn you’ll 
love this magazine.lt is not very 
educational'or informative com- 
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Computer knowledge: 
More than a bonus 

IF YOU'VE tried looking ibr job advertisement in ihcn, 
patter laiciy you will probably have noticed the taS 
number or advertisements requiring computer knowIcE^ 
quote one advertisement: "Computer, knowledge isj hrn' 
Computer knowledge? What docs that specifically muX 
H mean you should know how to type on a compiler toS 




it mean you should know how to type on a computer keyboard 
or does it mean H yooaifl 

that you should :----- 

the ins and^ outs 
for an .office job* 

However, the fia- ———-- 

lure of their studies is not necessarily related to their obiainc 
computer knowledge. Tell me, for instance, what a student c 
Architecture would benefit from a Fortran course! Since whe 
has learning to use a computer language become a pre 
requisite for using software for graphic and architectural de 
sign? 

The next step is to look for the ideal place to obtain you 
computer education from. If you survive the experience of be 
big informed about the rather high fees of taking such a courst 
there’s no guarantee that you'll know what kind of a course u 
go for. Someone told me the Lragic story of a graduate who ha 
studied Finance and Banking, who ended up taking a course ii 
Autocad (a course of importance to engineers)! There an 
many more complaints and it's about lime these complaint 
found a listening car. 

The gap between the technology and the user is widening 
The days when children could sit in front of a computer am 
become computer experts in one single hour arc gone. This ga| 
separates the professional computer programmer or hardwan 
expert from the simple secretary, whose responsibilities, a 
most, will involve the use of a wordprocessor. 

/Employers should state more clearly their exact needs rathe 
than loosely say "computer knowledge". Furthermore, itisnec 
ossary for our educational institutions to understand the need! 
of the market and accordingly provide the necessary special 
ized education. It could prevent lots of headaches for job seek 
era and should cut down on interviewing costs suffered by e® 
ployers. Everyone will benefit except for those who lake 
advantage of our ignorance. It's about time we put them out ol 
business. ■ 


pared to the rest of the maga¬ 
zines- on. the .market. I can only 
think of one line of .defense with 
regards to Computer Guide, if 
you're- extremely interested iii 
the Egyptian computer market 
then it should be extremely in¬ 
formative. It is priced at JD 1.50 
which is not very competitive 
considering the prices of the bel¬ 
ts computer magazines oh the 
market. ■ - . 


Attention: This Is your 
last chance to check 
your computer system 
for the Michaelangelo 
virus expected to strike ; 
a computer system near. 

K ou on the 6th, or 
larch. Use a virus 
scanner or contact tne 
Jordan Computer Socie¬ 
ty at telephone 685230. 
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